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DMCJA BOARD MEETING 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2018 
12:30 PM – 3:30 PM 
AOC SEATAC OFFICE 
SEATAC, WA 

PRESIDENT SCOTT K. AHLF 

            AGENDA  PAGE 
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General Business 

A. Minutes – January 12, 2018 

B. Treasurer’s Report  

C. Special Fund Report  

D. Standing Committee Reports 

1. Legislative Committee – Judge Samuel Meyer 
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3. Rules Committee 

a. Meeting Minutes from September 28, 2017 

b. Memo regarding WSBA Proposal to Amend IRLJ 3.3 

E. Trial Court Advocacy Board (TCAB)  

F. Judicial Information Systems (JIS) Report – Ms. Vicky Cullinane 

G. CLJ-CMS Project Update 
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D. Misdemeanant Probation Association (MPA) – Ms. Stacie Scarpaci 
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Discussion 

A. Funding Request for BJA Public Trust and Confidence TVW Public Service Announcement –
Ms. Catherine Brown and Mr. David Johnson  

B. Request for DMCJA Support of Legal Financial Obligations Bill (ESHB 1783) – Judge Linda 
Coburn  

C. Whether to Obtain a Financial Planner – Judge Gehlsen 

 

12-14 
 

15-49 
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Information 

A. Thank you Judge Karen Donohue for your service on the Board.  Congratulations on your
appointment to King County Superior Court.

B. DMCJA Board members are encouraged to submit Board agenda topics for monthly
meetings.

C. Board members are encouraged to apply for DMCJA representative positions.  Available
positions include:

a. Annual Conference Planning Committee

b. Presiding Judge & Administrator Education Committee (Co-Chair)

c. Washington State Access to Justice Board (Liaison Position)

D. The 2018 Legislative Session began on January 8, 2018 and ends on March 8, 2018.

E. The DMCJA Board Retreat is May 11-12, 2018, at the La Conner Channel Lodge, in La
Conner, Washington.

F. Policy Analyst Project Ideas for 2018 are as follows:

a. Courthouse Security Survey

b. Survey on Committees with DMCJA Representatives

c. Judicial Independence Matters (Municipal Court Contracts)

G. The DMCJA has an annual budget for association members who attend national judges’
groups and conferences. This funding is known as the DMCJA National Leadership Grant.
Judges desiring funds to attend national conferences and judges’ groups are encouraged to
apply for DMCJA grant funding by submitting a letter of interest to Susan Peterson at

susan.peterson@courts.wa.gov by Friday, April 20, 2018.

51 

Other Business 

A. The next DMCJA Board Meeting is scheduled for March 9, 2018, 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., at
the AOC SeaTac Office in SeaTac, WA.

Adjourn 

Persons with a disability, who require accommodation, should notify Susan Peterson at 360-705-5278 or 

susan.peterson@courts.wa.gov to request or discuss accommodations.  While notice five days prior to the 

event is preferred, every effort will be made to provide accommodations, when requested. 

mailto:susan.peterson@courts.wa.gov
mailto:susan.peterson@courts.wa.gov


DMCJA Board of Governors Meeting 
Friday, January 12, 2018, 12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
AOC SeaTac Office 
SeaTac, WA 

MEETING MINUTES 

Members Present: 
Chair, Judge Scott Ahlf 
Judge Linda Coburn 
Judge Karen Donohue (by phone) 
Judge Michelle Gehlsen 
Commissioner Rick Leo  
Judge G. Scott Marinella 
Judge Samuel Meyer 
Judge Kevin Ringus (non-voting) 
Judge Rebecca Robertson 
Judge Douglas Robinson 
Judge Damon Shadid 
Judge Charles Short (by phone) 

Members Absent: 
Judge Douglas Fair 
Judge Michael Finkle 
Judge Dan B. Johnson (non-voting) 
Judge Michael Lambo  
Judge Mary Logan (non-voting) 
Judge Judy Jasprica (non-voting) 

CALL TO ORDER 

Guests:  
Judge Blaine Gibson, SCJA 
Ms. Kim E. Hunter, WSBA 
Ms. Cynthia Marr, DMCMA 
Loyd Willaford, Esquire, WSAJ 

AOC Staff: 
Ms. Vicky Cullinane  
Ms. Sharon R. Harvey 
Ms. Susan Peterson 

Judge Ahlf, District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association (DMCJA) President, noted a quorum was present 
and called the DMCJA Board of Governors (Board) meeting to order at 12:30 p.m.  Judge Ahlf asked 
attendees to introduce themselves. 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

A. Minutes
The Board moved, seconded, and passed a vote (M/S/P) to approve the Board Meeting Minutes for 
December 8, 2017. 

B. Treasurer’s Report
M/S/P to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Board members reviewed the Treasurer’s Report located in the 
materials.  Judge Gehlsen reported she is receiving many 2018 dues checks.  

C. Special Fund Report
M/S/P to approve the Special Fund Report.  Board members reviewed the December 31, 2017 bank statement 
located in the materials.  Judge Meyer reported the account gained $4.30 in interest.  
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D. Standing Committee Reports

1. Legislative Committee
Judge Meyer reported the 2018 Legislative Session started on Monday, January 8, 2018, and the DMCJA 
Executive Legislative Committee met on the first day of the Legislative Session.  He further reported the DNA 
Samples bill, House Bill (HB) 2331, was dropped and had a public hearing on January 9, 2018.  He testified on 
behalf of the DMCJA and was encouraged by the reception from the House Committee on Public Safety.  He 
reported that other DMCJA proposed bills have not yet had hearings but will likely receive hearings in the near 
future. These DMCJA proposed bills include:  (1) Powers of Commissioners, Senate Bill (SB) 6142, (2) 
Interlocal Agreements for Probation Services, HB 2605, (3) Small Claims, Engrossed Substitute House Bill 
(ESHB) 1196, and (4) the Discover Pass, SB 5342. 

Judge Meyer then brought the following bills to the Board’s attention:  (1) Senate Bill (SB) 5989, Concerning 
Small Claims Court, which raises the small claims jurisdictional limit from $5,000 to $10,000, and allows
motions to transfer cases to district and superior courts when an attorney files an appearance and/or jury trial 
request payments are made; (2) HB 2314, Concerning Marriage Licensing and Solemnization by County 
Auditors, which allows a county auditor to solemnize a marriage, eliminates the three-day waiting period, and
says the actual auditor (not staff) will solemnize the marriage; (3) SB 5987, Concerning Pretrial Release 
Programs, which addresses the Blomstrom V. Tripp issue regarding judges not requiring random urinalysis for
pretrial defendants;  (4) SB 6025, Increasing Success in Therapeutic Courts, which he explained
adjusts/amends what can be deemed as treatment and expands it, but is problematic because the prime 
sponsor wants it to apply only to drug courts, rather than all therapeutic courts.  Ms. Melanie Stewart, DMCJA 
Lobbyist, will work on making sure the bill applies to all drug courts and DMCJA members participate on a 
created panel group.  (5) HB 2421, Creating a Program for the Consolidation of Traffic-Based Financial 
Obligations, which involves consolidation of traffic fines and is also known as universal cashiering.  He
informed a fiscal note was administered and Judge David Steiner, DMCJA Representative on the Senate Bill 
(SB) 6360 Workgroup, informed him of the fiscal note impact.  Judge Meyer further informed collection 
agencies do not like the bill, and, therefore, will circulate their own version of the bill. 

Lastly, Judge Meyer discussed HB 2481 / SB 6189, Changing Driving a Motor Vehicle with a Suspended or 
Revoked Driver's License Provisions.  He explained this bill decriminalizes driving while license is suspended
or revoked in the third degree (DWLS 3rd).  He explained this is the type of policy the DMCJA has not typically 
taken a position on in the past.  Judge Ahlf inquired whether the Board would like to take a position on HB 
2481/SB 6189, which decriminalizes DWLS 3rd.  M/S/P to make this a discussion item.   

E. Trial Court Advocacy Board (TCAB) Update
Judge Marinella reported that TCAB met today and revisited court funding for district and qualifying municipal 
court judges’ salaries.  The TCAB will work with cities and counties regarding the issue.  The group plans to 
make legislative proposals for the next biennium. Judge Ringus inquired why the TCAB did not work together 
on the court security issue.  Judge Marinella responded that court security issues impact some courts but not 
others, thus, the decision for TCAB is to focus on adequate court funding generally.  The TCAB realizes that 
there may be competition for the same county dollars.  The cost for courthouse security will be paid by 
counties and these costs may be exorbitant.  

F. Judicial Information Systems (JIS) Report
Ms. Cullinane reported on the status of the Courts of Limited Jurisdiction Case Management System (CLJ-
CMS) Project.  She informed, after ending contract negotiations with the Apparent Successful Vendor, Journal 
Technologies, Inc. (JTI), the Project Steering Committee wants to pursue further discussions with the second 
ranked vendor, Tyler Technologies (Tyler).  The RFP evaluators and the Steering Committee will see 
demonstrations by Tyler and be able to have open discussion to clarify areas of concern on January 23 and 
24, 2018.  The CLJ-CMS Project team put together a list of where they saw gaps, as well as questions and/or 
concerns noted by evaluators.  On the afternoon of January 25, 2018, the Steering Committee will get back 
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together and decide what direction they want to go in.  If satisfied with Tyler, they will go forward with Tyler; if 
not, the other option is to go back to the RFP and start over.  Despite the brief delay, she said, they are still 
moving full speed ahead with the CLJ-CMS Project. 

In addition, Ms. Cullinane reported on the Expedited Data Exchange Project.  She informed the King County 
Clerk’s Office has pushed their implementation date off until April 2018.  Ms. Cullinane said this is helpful 
because the integrations with some applications may not be ready.  In addition, King County District Court has 
pushed their implementation date off until August 2018.  She informed there may be a period of time when 
people will have to go to the King County websites for information on King County cases.  Ms. Cullinane 
explained the cases will not disappear from the JIS database until something changes on them.  But if 
something happens on it, it will be deleted out of JIS and then one will have to go to King County’s website for 
the information.  Also, no new King County cases will show up in JIS during this time.  She explained that when 
everybody is not on the same system, this is what happens.  No two systems are structured the same, and so 
data exchange between them is complex and difficult.  Until the data exchange is complete, this work around is 
needed.  The dates for exchanges with different applications may change; Ms. Cullinane will update the Board 
on the expected dates as more is known. 

Lastly Ms. Cullinane reported on the impacts of the Department of Licensing (DOL) DRIVES project.  The DOL 
is replacing their existing legacy systems with a new system, which will be implemented in September 2018.  
Therefore, all of the data exchanges with all AOC systems must be ready by September 2018.   

LIAISON REPORTS 

A. Board for Judicial Administration (BJA)
Judge Ringus reported the BJA has not met since November 2017.  He further reported the BJA Legislative 
Committee had a teleconference this week, and the Committee is considering whether to take a position on 
legislation that would remove the death penalty.  He further reported that the Joint Legislative Reception, 
scheduled for January 18, 2018, is next week, and he passed out a flyer to Board members for the event.    

B. District and Municipal Court Management Association (DMCMA)
Ms. Marr reported the DMCMA Board met on January 11, 2018, and that education continues to be a focus.  
She informed that their 2018 Spring Regionals will be in April.  The Minority and Justice Commission is putting 
on a poverty simulation, and the cost will be $50 for a full day of training and lunch.  Ms. Marr also reported 
their Spring Conference will take place in May 2018 at the Campbell’s Resort in Chelan, Washington, and 
Chief Justice Mary Fairhurst and State Court Administrator Callie Dietz will attend.  Ms. Marr further reported 
that DMCMA will be watching HB 2421, Traffic LFO Consolidation, along with King County’s unified payment 
(UP) program, which models a consolidated payment system.  She informed that Ms. Trish Kinlow, Tukwila 
Municipal Court Administrator, reported that the pilot for the UP program had 900 cases signed up as of 
January 2018.  Further, King County is trying to assist defendants and do what the Legislature wants to see 
implemented.  Lastly, she reported the DMCMA Board reviewed and approved minor revisions to DMCMA’s 
Policy & Planning Manual at their meeting yesterday.   

Judge Marinella thanked Ms. Marr for providing a copy of the September DMCMA meeting minutes.  Ms. Marr 
said they will continue to provide DMCMA Minutes for the Board.   

C. Superior Court Judges’ Association (SCJA)
Judge Gibson reported that Judge G. Helen Whitener, Pierce County Superior Court, presented a Color of 
Justice proposal to the SCJA Board.  The Color of Justice is looking to partner with others outside of Pierce 
County to expand future Color of Justice events.  The SCJA Board is currently considering the request to 
sponsor these efforts across the state.  In addition, Judge Gibson reported the SCJA website will be 
revamped.  The state constitution provides for the superior courts’ rulemaking.  The first slate of rules will be 
posted for comment and voted on at their spring conference. One of the rules is modeled after the Western 
District rule about prohibition of bias.   Lastly, Judge Gibson reported there was a court security report article in 
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the Seattle Times, which alerts people to the lack of security in many courthouses.  He informed court security 
has been a major push for the SCJA this year, and they hope various counties will go to the Legislature to 
request more courthouse security funding.  Judge Donohue, National Association of Women Judges, offered to 
help develop a program for the Color of Justice and do what she can to help support their efforts. 

D. Washington State Association for Justice (WSAJ)
Mr. Willaford reported the WSAJ gives out service awards to judicial officers who have served 20 years or 
more and asked the Board to provide him with a list of names of judicial officers who have served at least 20 
years.  He informed that the WSAJ gives out these awards at their Annual Law Day Celebration, which is 
usually in May.  Ms. Harvey will send Mr. Willaford a list of qualified judicial officers.  Mr. Willaford also 
informed he will attend the Joint Legislative Reception on January 18, 2018.   

E. Washington State Bar Association (WSBA)
Ms. Kim E. Hunter, the new WSBA Board of Governors (BOG) liaison, introduced herself to the Board and 
reported on the BOG’s meeting November 15-16, 2017.  At that meeting, the BOG had a discussion about 
what a few other states and foreign jurisdictions are doing on entity regulation, namely regulation of entities 
that provide legal services.  In addition, the BOG heard about the Washington State Bar Foundation's 
programming and fundraising activities. The Foundation's purpose is fundraising for WSBA programs, such as 
its moderate means program, its Call to Duty program that supports veterans, and diversity and inclusion, and 
anyone interested can make a donation on the Foundation’s website.  The BOG received an orientation from 
Access to Justice (ATJ) Board leaders about the Board's structure and 2018-2020 "blueprint" for their work.  
Ms. Hunter may provide copies to the DMCJA Board upon request.  The BOG also heard about the 
Washington Leadership Institute fellows' most recent service project, which is an educational campaign to 
address anti-Islamic rhetoric and misperceptions.  Ms. Hunter further reported that the BOG approved several 
matters at their meeting, including: the formation of a new Cannabis Law Section, Juvenile Offense 
Representation Guidelines (recommending that the Supreme Court add Performance Guidelines for 
Juvenile·Offense·Representation to its Standards for Indigent Defense), the roster for the Mandatory 
Malpractice Insurance Task Force, additional members to the Civil Litigation Rules Drafting Task Force roster, 
which includes Judge Robertson, and amendments to the Indian Law Section Bylaws.  Lastly, Ms. Hunter 
reported the WSBA had no recommendation regarding the Supreme Court case that unanimously ruled that a 
Seattle Law School honors graduate with prior theft and drug convictions would be allowed to sit for the state 
bar exam, reversing the Character and Fitness Board.  The WSBA did recognize the graduate as someone 
who could sit for the state bar exam, which was the recommendation of the Supreme Court. 

Ms. Hunter further informed that the WSBA wants to have a more positive relationship with its members.  
Therefore, the WSBA has created a task force to engage its members.  She said the WSBA welcomes any 
comments Board members want to share, and comments can be kept confidential if preferred.  She informed 
the next WSBA BOG meeting is scheduled for January 18-19, 2018.   

ACTION 

1. Part-Time Municipal Court Position 6 Appointment (Term Expires 2020) – Request for Board
Ratification

M/S/P to ratify the DMCJA President’s decision to appoint Judge Coburn to fill the Part-Time Municipal Court 
Position 6 vacancy left by Judge Melanie Dane, which will continue until 2020.  As such, Board 
Position 10 will be eliminated.   

2. Funding Request: Pro Tempore Coverage for CLJ-CMS Project Evaluators

M/S/P to allocate up to fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) for CLJ-CMS Project Evaluators and Steering 
Committee members. 
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3. Official DMCJA Position Request for HB 2481 / SB 6189, Changing Driving a Motor Vehicle with a
Suspended or Revoked Driver's License Provisions

M/S/P for the DMCJA to take “no position” on HB 2481/SB 6189, which decriminalizes DWLS 3rd. 

DISCUSSION 

A. Funding Request: Pro Tempore Coverage for CLJ-CMS Project Evaluators

Judge Robertson requested allocated funding to cover additional expenses for CLJ-CMS Project Evaluators.  
Additional funding for Pro Tempore coverage would likely guarantee that evaluators are able to participate.  
The AOC provides reimbursement for travel expenses.  M/S/P to move to this topic to an action item. 

B. Survey Request for Judges Demographic from Brenden Higashi, Washington State University Ph.D.
Candidate

Ms. Harvey addressed the Board’s questions about a request the Board received from Washington State 
University Ph.D. Candidate Brenden Higashi to distribute a Judges Demographic Survey to the DMCJA 
membership.   Ms. Harvey spoke with Mr. Higashi, and he informed her that the raw data is not disclosable 
because it is a student survey.  In addition, he said the judges do not have to answer any question they do not 
want to answer.  Lastly, he informed Ms. Harvey the deadline to receive survey responses is the middle of 
February.  Judge Robertson suggested taking out (1) the political survey questions, and (2) the request for 
personally identifiable information.  Judge Ahlf asked Ms. Harvey to tell Mr. Higashi the DMCJA will send the 
survey to its members when these items are removed. 

C. HB 2481 / SB 6189, Changing Driving a Motor Vehicle with a Suspended or Revoked Driver's License
Provisions

The Board discussed whether the DMCJA should take a position on the decriminalization of DWLS 3rd in 
response to lively discussions on the DMCJA legal listserv.  M/S/P to make this an action item. 

INFORMATION 

Judge Ahlf brought the following Informational items to the Board’s attention: 

A. DMCJA Board members are encouraged to submit Board agenda topics for monthly meetings.

B. Board members are encouraged to apply for DMCJA representative positions. Available positions
include:

a. Presiding Judge & Administrator Education Committee (Co-Chair)

b. Washington State Access to Justice Board (Liaison Position).

C. YMCA Thank You Letter for DMCJA Funding Support.

D. 2017 DMCJA Annual Report.

E. The Washington Attorney General submitted a report to the Washington Legislature, Supreme Court,
and Governor regarding a Statewide Relicensing Plan on December 1, 2017, pursuant to Substitute
Senate Bill (SSB) 6360. A link to the report was provided to Board members.

F. The Joint Legislative Reception is on January 18, 2018, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., Foyer of the
Temple of Justice in Olympia.
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G. The Annual Washington State Judicial College is January 28 to February 2, 2018, at the Heathman 
Lodge, in Vancouver, Washington.

H. The 2018 Legislative Session begins on January 8, 2018 and ends on March 8, 2018. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Judge Ahlf informed that Commissioner Linda Kipling, Island County District Court, has resigned from the 
bench.  Commissioner Kipling served as Chair of the Bylaws Committee, thus, the position is now vacant.  He 
inquired whether Board members were interested in this position.  No Board members volunteered.  Judge Ahlf 
and Ms. Harvey will look at the Bylaws Committee roster and determine whether any member would like to 
Chair the Committee. 

Judge Marinella asked about an attendance policy and pointed out there is nothing in the DMCJA Bylaws that 
mentions it.  He suggested members owe it to the people who elect the Board to attend, and he proposed 
contacting the Bylaws Committee to add it to the Bylaws.  Judge Ahlf suggested the Board address this issue 
when a new Chair has been appointed to the Bylaws Committee. 

The next DMCJA Board Meeting is scheduled for February 9, 2018, from 12:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., at the AOC 
Office in SeaTac, WA. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:15 p.m. 
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DMCJA Rules Committee 
Thursday, September 28, 2017 (noon – 1:00 p.m.) 

Via Teleconference 

MEETING MINUTES 

Members: 
Chair, Judge Szambelan 
Vice Chair, Judge Dacca 
Judge Buttorff 
Judge S. Buzzard 
Judge Fore 
Judge Goodwin 
Commissioner Hanlon 
Judge Rozzano 
Judge Samuelson 
Judge Steiner  
Ms. Linda Hagert, DMCMA Liaison 
Ms. Patti Kohler, DMCMA Liaison 

AOC Staff: 
Ms. J Benway 

The meeting was called to order at 12:03 p.m. 

The Committee discussed the following items: 

1. Welcome & Introductions

Judge Szambelan welcomed the Committee members in attendance. 

2. Approve Minutes from the August 2017 Rules Committee meeting

It was motioned, seconded and passed to approve the minutes from the August 23, 2017 Rules 
Committee meeting as presented.  

3. Discuss Proposal to Amend the IRLJ

Judge Steiner’s proposals to amend the IRLJ have previously been discussed by the 
Committee. Ms. Benway prepared a separate memo for each proposal, to facilitate discussion 
and consideration by the Committee. Due to the number of absent Committee members, Judge 
Szambelan proposed that Committee members provide comments on the proposal via email.  

4. Other Business and Next Meeting Date

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 25 at noon.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:16 p.m. 
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TO:  Judge Scott Ahlf, President, DMCJA Board 

FROM: Judge Shelley Szambelan, Chair, DMCJA Rules Committee  

SUBJECT: WSBA Proposed Amendments to IRLJ 3.3 

DATE:  January 30, 2018 

 

 On behalf of the DMCJA Rules Committee, I want to call your attention to a proposal by 

the WSBA to amend IRLJ 3.3. The change is relatively minor: it would expressly provide that a 

defendant need not personally appear at a contested infraction hearing when the defendant is 

represented by an attorney. The GR Cover Sheet explaining the WSBA’s rationale is attached.  

 

Despite the seemingly innocuous nature of the amendment, the Rules Committee was 

divided regarding a response. A majority of Committee members felt the amendment was not 

necessary, but the Committee lacked consensus regarding whether it was appropriate to oppose 

the proposal on that basis. Rather than risk alienating the WSBA (particularly given that the 

proposal came after its multi-year review), the Committee decided it was best to defer to the 

Board regarding whether action should be taken to oppose the proposal. Please note that the 

comment deadline is April 30, 2018.  

 

 Thank you for your consideration of this matter. Please let me know if you have any 

questions. I can be reached through 509-622-5864 or sszambelan@spokanecity.org. 

 

CC: DMCJA Rules Committee 

 

Attachments: 

WSBA GR 9 Cover Sheet 

WSBA IRLJ 3.3 Amendment Proposal 
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GR 9 COVER SHEET 

Suggested Amendment to 

THE INFRACTION RULES FOR COURTS OF LIMITED JURISDICTION (IRLJ) 

Rule 3.3 - PROCEDURE AT CONTESTED HEARING 

Submitted by the Board of Governors of the Washington State Bar Association 

Name of Proponent: 

Washington State Bar Association. 

Spokespersons: 

Bradford E. Furlong, President, Washington State Bar Association, 1325 4th Avenue, 
Suite 600, Seattle, WA 98101-2539 

Shannon Kilpatrick, Chair, WSBA Court Rules and Procedures Committee, Washington 
State Bar Association, 1325 4th Ave., Ste. 600, Seattle, WA 98101-2539 (telephone 425-
388-7365) 

Kevin Bank, WSBA Assistant General Counsel, Washington State Bar Association, 1325 
4th Avenue, Suite 600, Seattle, WA 98101-2539 (telephone 206-733-5909 

Purpose: 

The purpose of the suggested amendment to IRLJ 3.3 is to codify in the IRLJ the currently 
accepted practice that a defendant need not personally appear at a contested infraction hearing 
when the defendant is represented by an attorney. The current practice is supported by Civil Rule 
70.1(a), which permits an attorney “admitted to practice in this state” to “appear for a party by 
filing a notice of appearance.” The suggested amendment to the IRLJ seeks to clarify that absent 
special circumstances, when an attorney appears for a defendant, the defendant is not failing to 
appear. 

The language in the suggested amendment is a culmination of a multiyear process that began in 
2015. The initial language that was presented to the IRLJ subcommittee and committee for 
review was sent to stakeholders for input on the proposed change. In light of the feedback that 
was received, the IRLJ subcommittee redrafted the language to what is included here. The redraft 
was done with the input of six infraction practitioners. Even though stakeholders had been 
involved in the redrafting process, the updated language then was recirculated to stakeholders, 
including the Washington Association of Prosecuting Attorneys, the Washington Defenders' 
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Association, a representative of the District Court Judges Association, and many individual 
infraction defense attorneys and prosecutors. 

The only objections received from stakeholders were concerns that prosecutors would be forced 
to resort to serving a subpoena on the defendant if the prosecutor wanted to call the defendant as 
a witness and this could lead to delays. The suggested amendment addresses this concern by 
requiring a lawyer to expressly include a waiver of defendant's presence in his/her notice of 
appearance. The prosecutor will then be on notice of the defendant's absence and can opt to 
subpoena the defendant if the prosecutor needs the defendant's presence. 

The suggested amendment also expressly acknowledges that there are some scenarios where the 
defendant's presence may still be required, notwithstanding the waiver of presence. The last 
clause of the last sentence in the suggested amendment to IRLJ 3.3(b) provides that the 
defendant must still personally appear if “the defendant's presence is otherwise required by 
statute or the court rules.” It was felt that this more general reference to other court rules and 
statutes was better than attempting to list all of the specific court rules and statutes that could 
require a defendant's presence. This way, the rule would not need to be amended any time the 
statutes or court rules were changed, deleted, or renumbered or other court rules and statutes 
were added that affected this proposed language. 

The Board of Governors (BOG) considered the proposed amendment to IRLJ 3.3(b) at its March 
9, 2017 meeting and voted not to accept the proposed amendment as submitted, and instead to 
remand it to the committee to consider making one change. The BOG suggested to substitute 
“these” with “the” in the last sentence of the proposed amended language. 

The committee met on May 15, 2017, and voted unanimously to adopt the BOG's recommended 
change. 

The BOG met on July 28, 2017, and voted to accept the proposed amended language. 

Hearing: A hearing is not requested. 

Expedited Consideration: Expedited consideration is not requested. 

Supporting Material: Suggested rule amendment. 
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IRLJ 3.3 
PROCEDURE AT CONTESTED HEARING 

(a) Generally. The court shall conduct the hearing for contesting the notice of infraction on
the record in accordance with applicable law.

(b) Representation by Lawyer. At a contested hearing, the plaintiff shall be represented by
a lawyer representative of the prosecuting authority when prescribed by local court rule. The
defendant may be represented by a lawyer. If the defendant is represented by a lawyer and the
lawyer has filed a notice of appearance, including a waiver of the defendant’s presence, the
defendant need not personally appear at the contested hearing unless the defendant’s presence is
otherwise required by statute or the court rules.

(c) Rules of Evidence. The Rules of Evidence and statutes that relate to evidence in
infraction cases shall apply to contested hearings. The court may consider the notice of infraction
and any other written report made under oath submitted by the officer who issued the notice or
whose written statement was the basis for the issuance of the notice in lieu of the officer's
personal appearance at the hearing, unless the defendant has caused the officer to be served with
a subpoena to appear in accordance with instructions from the court issued pursuant to rule
2.6(a)(2).

(d) Factual Determination. The court shall determine whether the plaintiff has proved by a
preponderance of the evidence that the defendant committed the infraction. If the court finds the
infraction was committed, it shall enter an appropriate order on its records. If the court finds the
infraction was not committed, it shall enter an order dismissing the case.

(e) Disposition. If the court determines that the infraction has been committed, it may assess
a monetary penalty against the defendant. The monetary penalty assessed may not exceed the
monetary penalty provided for the infraction by law. The court may waive or suspend a portion
of the monetary penalty, or provide for time payments, or in lieu of monetary payment provide
for the performance of community restitution as provided by law. The court has continuing
jurisdiction and authority to supervise disposition for not more than 1 year.

[Adopted as JTIR effective January 1, 1981; amended effective March 20, 1981.  Changed from 
JTIR to IRLJ effective September 1, 1992; amended effective September 1, 1997; amended 
effective January 3, 2006.] 
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From: Catherine Brown
To: Harvey, Sharon
Cc: David Johnson
Subject: Public Trust & Confidence Committee Request of the District and Municipal Court Judges Association
Date: Thursday, November 16, 2017 11:26:17 AM
Attachments: PT&C Cmte Fund Request Memo - District and Municipal Court Judges.pdf

WA Courts PSA Production Budget.pdf

Hello Ms. Harvey,
 
I hope you are well.  I am getting in touch on behalf of the BJA Public Trust & Confidence
Committee’s Access to Justice Subcommittee.  Our subcommittee is working to develop a public
service announcement (PSA) video which highlights that litigants can expect to be treated with
fairness, dignity, and respect in the courthouse.  We would like to invite the court staff and judges
associations to contribute to the cost of the project.  I’m hoping you might help to distribute the
attached memo to the District and Municipal Court Judges Association.  I’ve also attached a budget
from TVW which outlines the projected cost of this project. 
 
Please be in touch should you and/or your association require additional information from us.  Thank
you in advance for your help with this project – we very much appreciate it!
 
Catherine Brown
Pro Bono Council Manager
(206) 267-7026
Pro Bono Document Hub
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Memorandum 


 


To: District and Municipal Court Judges Association 


 


From: Board for Judicial Administration (BJA) Public Trust and Confidence Committee 


 


Date: November 16, 2017 


 


Re: Funding Request from the BJA Public Trust and Confidence Committee 


 


 


We write on behalf of a subcommittee of the Board for Judicial Administration Public Trust and 


Confidence Committee.  The vision of our Committee is to achieve the highest possible level of 


public trust and confidence in the Washington judicial system, and the mission is to assess the 


public’s level of trust and confidence in the Washington judicial system and to develop strategies 


to increase that trust and confidence. 


 


We invite the above-named Associations to help fund a public service announcement (PSA) 


video, which highlights that litigants can expect to be treated with fairness, dignity, and respect 


in the courthouse.  We are working with Washington State’s public affairs television network, 


TVW, to develop, produce, and distribute the video.  In the past, the Public Trust and Confidence 


Committee and TVW created similar videos, including Myths and Misperceptions about 


Washington Courts and the Importance of Serving on a Jury.  The TVW team assigned to this 


proposed video has extensive production experience, winning multiple Emmy and NATOA 


Government Programming Awards for previous efforts. 


 


We seek funding to cover video production costs and we invite your association to consider 


contributing to this project.  Our proposed budget for this project is attached for your reference.  


While we will gratefully accept your contribution in any amount, we respectfully request a $500 


from your association.  We would be pleased to list your association as a co-sponsor of this video 


should you be in a position to contribute funds.  We have extended similar funding requests to 


the Washington State Supreme Court’s Minority and Justice Commission, Gender and Justice 


Commission, and Interpreter Commission as well as the Superior Court Judges Association, the 


Association of Washington Superior Court Administrators, the Washington Association of 


Juvenile Court Administrators, the District and Municipal Court Management Association, and 


the Washington State Association of County Clerks. 


 


We appreciate your consideration of our request.  Please contact Public Trust and Confidence 


Subcommittee Co-chairs David Johnson (davidj@tvw.org) or Catherine Brown 


(catherineb@kcba.org) with any questions, comments, or if we can provide additional 


information. 



mailto:davidj@tvw.org

mailto:catherineb@kcba.org






Washington Public Affairs Network October 2017
dba TVW


1058 Capitol Way South
Olympia, WA 98501
360-725-3999


WA Courts PSA Projected Budget


The breakdown below shows estimated staff hours and video, audio and editing equipment use. Totals 
below do not include the TVW in-kind contribution of $1,000. 


Description Amount
Pre-contract meeting


• Complimentary meeting to discuss video concept, timeline, and bid


Pre-production


• Story development and script writing


Production


• Shooting 
• Camera Package
• Travel


Post-production


• Editing 
• Video color grading and audio sweetening
• Graphics 
• Editing Suite


***


$400


$450
$300
$200


$450
$450
$450
$300


Total Projected Budget $3,000.00







Memorandum 

 

To: District and Municipal Court Judges Association 

 

From: Board for Judicial Administration (BJA) Public Trust and Confidence Committee 

 

Date: November 16, 2017 

 

Re: Funding Request from the BJA Public Trust and Confidence Committee 

 

 

We write on behalf of a subcommittee of the Board for Judicial Administration Public Trust and 

Confidence Committee.  The vision of our Committee is to achieve the highest possible level of 

public trust and confidence in the Washington judicial system, and the mission is to assess the 

public’s level of trust and confidence in the Washington judicial system and to develop strategies 

to increase that trust and confidence. 

 

We invite the above-named Associations to help fund a public service announcement (PSA) 

video, which highlights that litigants can expect to be treated with fairness, dignity, and respect 

in the courthouse.  We are working with Washington State’s public affairs television network, 

TVW, to develop, produce, and distribute the video.  In the past, the Public Trust and Confidence 

Committee and TVW created similar videos, including Myths and Misperceptions about 

Washington Courts and the Importance of Serving on a Jury.  The TVW team assigned to this 

proposed video has extensive production experience, winning multiple Emmy and NATOA 

Government Programming Awards for previous efforts. 

 

We seek funding to cover video production costs and we invite your association to consider 

contributing to this project.  Our proposed budget for this project is attached for your reference.  

While we will gratefully accept your contribution in any amount, we respectfully request a $500 

from your association.  We would be pleased to list your association as a co-sponsor of this video 

should you be in a position to contribute funds.  We have extended similar funding requests to 

the Washington State Supreme Court’s Minority and Justice Commission, Gender and Justice 

Commission, and Interpreter Commission as well as the Superior Court Judges Association, the 

Association of Washington Superior Court Administrators, the Washington Association of 

Juvenile Court Administrators, the District and Municipal Court Management Association, and 

the Washington State Association of County Clerks. 

 

We appreciate your consideration of our request.  Please contact Public Trust and Confidence 

Subcommittee Co-chairs David Johnson (davidj@tvw.org) or Catherine Brown 

(catherineb@kcba.org) with any questions, comments, or if we can provide additional 

information. 
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Washington Public Affairs Network October 2017
dba TVW

1058 Capitol Way South
Olympia, WA 98501
360-725-3999

WA Courts PSA Projected Budget

The breakdown below shows estimated staff hours and video, audio and editing equipment use. Totals 
below do not include the TVW in-kind contribution of $1,000. 

Description Amount
Pre-contract meeting

• Complimentary meeting to discuss video concept, timeline, and bid

Pre-production

• Story development and script writing

Production

• Shooting
• Camera Package
• Travel

Post-production

• Editing
• Video color grading and audio sweetening
• Graphics
• Editing Suite

***

$400

$450
$300
$200

$450
$450
$450
$300

Total Projected Budget $3,000.00
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AN ACT Relating to legal financial obligations; amending RCW1
10.82.090, 3.50.100, 3.62.040, 35.20.220, 10.01.160, 10.01.170,2
10.01.180, 10.46.190, 10.64.015, 9.92.070, 10.73.160, 9.94A.6333,3
9.94A.760, 9.94B.040, 3.62.085, 36.18.020, 43.43.7541, and 7.68.035;4
reenacting and amending RCW 3.62.020; and creating new sections.5

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:6

Sec. 1.  RCW 10.82.090 and 2015 c 265 s 23 are each amended to7
read as follows:8

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section,9
((financial obligations)) restitution imposed in a judgment shall10
bear interest from the date of the judgment until payment, at the11
rate applicable to civil judgments. As of the effective date of this12
section, no interest shall accrue on nonrestitution legal financial13
obligations. All nonrestitution interest retained by the court shall14
be split twenty-five percent to the state treasurer for deposit in15
the state general fund, twenty-five percent to the state treasurer16
for deposit in the judicial information system account as provided in17
RCW 2.68.020, twenty-five percent to the county current expense fund,18
and twenty-five percent to the county current expense fund to fund19
local courts.20

ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL 1783

State of Washington 65th Legislature 2017 Regular Session
By House Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives
Holy, Goodman, Hansen, Hayes, Stokesbary, Senn, Orwall, Kagi,
Appleton, Kilduff, Rodne, Jinkins, Taylor, Shea, Tharinger, Frame,
Fitzgibbon, Bergquist, Fey, Macri, Ryu, Doglio, Pellicciotti,
Peterson, Santos, Reeves, Kloba, Robinson, Stanford, Hudgins,
McBride, Ormsby, and Pollet)
READ FIRST TIME 02/24/17.
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(2) The court may, on motion by the offender, following the1
offender's release from total confinement, reduce or waive the2
interest on legal financial obligations levied as a result of a3
criminal conviction as follows:4

(a) The court shall waive all interest on the portions of the5
legal financial obligations that are not restitution that accrued6
((during the term of total confinement for the conviction giving rise7
to the financial obligations, provided the offender shows that the8
interest creates a hardship for the offender or his or her immediate9
family)) prior to the effective date of this section;10

(b) The court may reduce interest on the restitution portion of11
the legal financial obligations only if the principal has been paid12
in full((;13

(c) The court may otherwise reduce or waive the interest on the14
portions of the legal financial obligations that are not restitution15
if the offender shows that he or she has personally made a good faith16
effort to pay and that the interest accrual is causing a significant17
hardship. For purposes of this section, "good faith effort" means18
that the offender has either (i) paid the principal amount in full;19
or (ii) made at least fifteen monthly payments within an eighteen-20
month period, excluding any payments mandatorily deducted by the21
department of corrections;22

(d) For purposes of (a) through (c) of this subsection, the court23
may reduce or waive interest on legal financial obligations only))24
and as an incentive for the offender to meet his or her other legal25
financial obligations. The court may grant the motion, establish a26
payment schedule, and retain jurisdiction over the offender for27
purposes of reviewing and revising the reduction or waiver of28
interest.29

(3) This section only applies to adult offenders.30

Sec. 2.  RCW 3.50.100 and 2012 c 136 s 3 are each amended to read31
as follows:32

(1) Costs in civil and criminal actions may be imposed as33
provided in district court. All fees, costs, fines, forfeitures and34
other money imposed by any municipal court for the violation of any35
municipal or town ordinances shall be collected by the court clerk36
and, together with any other noninterest revenues received by the37
clerk, shall be deposited with the city or town treasurer as a part38
of the general fund of the city or town, or deposited in such other39
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fund of the city or town, or deposited in such other funds as may be1
designated by the laws of the state of Washington.2

(2) Except as provided in RCW 9A.88.120 and 10.99.080, the city3
treasurer shall remit monthly thirty-two percent of the noninterest4
money received under this section, other than for parking5
infractions, and certain costs to the state treasurer. "Certain6
costs" as used in this subsection, means those costs awarded to7
prevailing parties in civil actions under RCW 4.84.010 or 36.18.040,8
or those costs awarded against convicted defendants in criminal9
actions under RCW 10.01.160, 10.46.190, or 36.18.040, or other10
similar statutes if such costs are specifically designated as costs11
by the court and are awarded for the specific reimbursement of costs12
incurred by the state, county, city, or town in the prosecution of13
the case, including the fees of defense counsel. Money remitted under14
this subsection to the state treasurer shall be deposited in the15
state general fund.16

(3) The balance of the noninterest money received under this17
section shall be retained by the city and deposited as provided by18
law.19

(4)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, penalties,20
fines, ((bail forfeitures,)) fees, and costs may accrue interest at21
the rate of twelve percent per annum, upon assignment to a collection22
agency. Interest may accrue only while the case is in collection23
status.24

(b) As of the effective date of this section, penalties, fines,25
bail forfeitures, fees, and costs imposed against a defendant in a26
criminal proceeding shall not accrue interest.27

(5) Interest retained by the court on penalties, fines, bail28
forfeitures, fees, and costs shall be split twenty-five percent to29
the state treasurer for deposit in the state general fund, twenty-30
five percent to the state treasurer for deposit in the judicial31
information system account as provided in RCW 2.68.020, twenty-five32
percent to the city general fund, and twenty-five percent to the city33
general fund to fund local courts.34

Sec. 3.  RCW 3.62.020 and 2012 c 262 s 1, 2012 c 136 s 4, and35
2012 c 134 s 6 are each reenacted and amended to read as follows:36

(1) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, all37
costs, fees, fines, forfeitures and penalties assessed and collected38
in whole or in part by district courts, except costs, fines,39

p. 3 E2SHB 1783
17



forfeitures and penalties assessed and collected, in whole or in1
part, because of the violation of city ordinances, shall be remitted2
by the clerk of the district court to the county treasurer at least3
monthly, together with a financial statement as required by the state4
auditor, noting the information necessary for crediting of such funds5
as required by law.6

(2) Except as provided in RCW 9A.88.120, 10.99.080, 7.84.100(4),7
and this section, the county treasurer shall remit thirty-two percent8
of the noninterest money received under subsection (1) of this9
section except certain costs to the state treasurer. "Certain costs"10
as used in this subsection, means those costs awarded to prevailing11
parties in civil actions under RCW 4.84.010 or 36.18.040, or those12
costs awarded against convicted defendants in criminal actions under13
RCW 10.01.160, 10.46.190, or 36.18.040, or other similar statutes if14
such costs are specifically designated as costs by the court and are15
awarded for the specific reimbursement of costs incurred by the state16
or county in the prosecution of the case, including the fees of17
defense counsel. With the exception of funds to be transferred to the18
judicial stabilization trust account under RCW 3.62.060(2), money19
remitted under this subsection to the state treasurer shall be20
deposited in the state general fund.21

(3) The balance of the noninterest money received by the county22
treasurer under subsection (1) of this section shall be deposited in23
the county current expense fund. Funds deposited under this24
subsection that are attributable to the county's portion of a25
surcharge imposed under RCW 3.62.060(2) must be used to support local26
trial court and court-related functions.27

(4) Except as provided in RCW 7.84.100(4), all money collected28
for county parking infractions shall be remitted by the clerk of the29
district court at least monthly, with the information required under30
subsection (1) of this section, to the county treasurer for deposit31
in the county current expense fund.32

(5)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, penalties,33
fines, ((bail forfeitures,)) fees, and costs may accrue interest at34
the rate of twelve percent per annum, upon assignment to a collection35
agency. Interest may accrue only while the case is in collection36
status.37

(b) As of the effective date of this section, penalties, fines,38
bail forfeitures, fees, and costs imposed against a defendant in a39
criminal proceeding shall not accrue interest.40
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(6) Interest retained by the court on penalties, fines, bail1
forfeitures, fees, and costs shall be split twenty-five percent to2
the state treasurer for deposit in the state general fund, twenty-3
five percent to the state treasurer for deposit in the judicial4
information system account as provided in RCW 2.68.020, twenty-five5
percent to the county current expense fund, and twenty-five percent6
to the county current expense fund to fund local courts.7

Sec. 4.  RCW 3.62.040 and 2012 c 136 s 5 are each amended to read8
as follows:9

(1) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, all10
costs, fines, forfeitures and penalties assessed and collected, in11
whole or in part, by district courts because of violations of city12
ordinances shall be remitted by the clerk of the district court at13
least monthly directly to the treasurer of the city wherein the14
violation occurred.15

(2) Except as provided in RCW 9A.88.120 and 10.99.080, the city16
treasurer shall remit monthly thirty-two percent of the noninterest17
money received under this section, other than for parking infractions18
and certain costs, to the state treasurer. "Certain costs" as used in19
this subsection, means those costs awarded to prevailing parties in20
civil actions under RCW 4.84.010 or 36.18.040, or those costs awarded21
against convicted defendants in criminal actions under RCW 10.01.160,22
10.46.190, or 36.18.040, or other similar statutes if such costs are23
specifically designated as costs by the court and are awarded for the24
specific reimbursement of costs incurred by the state, county, city,25
or town in the prosecution of the case, including the fees of defense26
counsel. Money remitted under this subsection to the state treasurer27
shall be deposited in the state general fund.28

(3) The balance of the noninterest money received under this29
section shall be retained by the city and deposited as provided by30
law.31

(4) All money collected for city parking infractions shall be32
remitted by the clerk of the district court at least monthly to the33
city treasurer for deposit in the city's general fund.34

(5)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, penalties,35
fines, ((bail forfeitures,)) fees, and costs may accrue interest at36
the rate of twelve percent per annum, upon assignment to a collection37
agency. Interest may accrue only while the case is in collection38
status.39
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(b) As of the effective date of this section, penalties, fines,1
bail forfeitures, fees, and costs imposed against a defendant in a2
criminal proceeding shall not accrue interest.3

(6) Interest retained by the court on penalties, fines, bail4
forfeitures, fees, and costs shall be split twenty-five percent to5
the state treasurer for deposit in the state general fund, twenty-6
five percent to the state treasurer for deposit in the judicial7
information system account as provided in RCW 2.68.020, twenty-five8
percent to the city general fund, and twenty-five percent to the city9
general fund to fund local courts.10

Sec. 5.  RCW 35.20.220 and 2012 c 136 s 7 are each amended to11
read as follows:12

(1) The chief clerk, under the supervision and direction of the13
court administrator of the municipal court, shall have the custody14
and care of the books, papers and records of the court. The chief15
clerk or a deputy shall be present during the session of the court16
and has the power to swear all witnesses and jurors, administer oaths17
and affidavits, and take acknowledgments. The chief clerk shall keep18
the records of the court and shall issue all process under his or her19
hand and the seal of the court. The chief clerk shall do and perform20
all things and have the same powers pertaining to the office as the21
clerks of the superior courts have in their office. He or she shall22
receive all fines, penalties, and fees of every kind and keep a full,23
accurate, and detailed account of the same. The chief clerk shall on24
each day pay into the city treasury all money received for the city25
during the day previous, with a detailed account of the same, and26
taking the treasurer's receipt therefor.27

(2) Except as provided in RCW 9A.88.120 and 10.99.080, the city28
treasurer shall remit monthly thirty-two percent of the noninterest29
money received under this section, other than for parking infractions30
and certain costs to the state treasurer. "Certain costs" as used in31
this subsection, means those costs awarded to prevailing parties in32
civil actions under RCW 4.84.010 or 36.18.040, or those costs awarded33
against convicted defendants in criminal actions under RCW 10.01.160,34
10.46.190, or 36.18.040, or other similar statutes if such costs are35
specifically designated as costs by the court and are awarded for the36
specific reimbursement of costs incurred by the state, county, city,37
or town in the prosecution of the case, including the fees of defense38
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counsel. Money remitted under this subsection to the state treasurer1
shall be deposited in the state general fund.2

(3) The balance of the noninterest money received under this3
section shall be retained by the city and deposited as provided by4
law.5

(4)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, penalties,6
fines, ((bail forfeitures,)) fees, and costs may accrue interest at7
the rate of twelve percent per annum, upon assignment to a collection8
agency. Interest may accrue only while the case is in collection9
status.10

(b) As of the effective date of this section, penalties, fines,11
bail forfeitures, fees, and costs imposed against a defendant in a12
criminal proceeding shall not accrue interest.13

(5) Interest retained by the court on penalties, fines, bail14
forfeitures, fees, and costs shall be split twenty-five percent to15
the state treasurer for deposit in the state general fund, twenty-16
five percent to the state treasurer for deposit in the judicial17
information system account as provided in RCW 2.68.020, twenty-five18
percent to the city general fund, and twenty-five percent to the city19
general fund to fund local courts.20

Sec. 6.  RCW 10.01.160 and 2015 3rd sp.s. c 35 s 1 are each21
amended to read as follows:22

(1) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, the23
court may require a defendant to pay costs. Costs may be imposed only24
upon a convicted defendant, except for costs imposed upon a25
defendant's entry into a deferred prosecution program, costs imposed26
upon a defendant for pretrial supervision, or costs imposed upon a27
defendant for preparing and serving a warrant for failure to appear.28

(2) Costs shall be limited to expenses specially incurred by the29
state in prosecuting the defendant or in administering the deferred30
prosecution program under chapter 10.05 RCW or pretrial supervision.31
They cannot include expenses inherent in providing a constitutionally32
guaranteed jury trial or expenditures in connection with the33
maintenance and operation of government agencies that must be made by34
the public irrespective of specific violations of law. Expenses35
incurred for serving of warrants for failure to appear and jury fees36
under RCW 10.46.190 may be included in costs the court may require a37
defendant to pay. Costs for administering a deferred prosecution may38
not exceed two hundred fifty dollars. Costs for administering a39

p. 7 E2SHB 1783
21



pretrial supervision other than a pretrial electronic alcohol1
monitoring program, drug monitoring program, or 24/7 sobriety program2
may not exceed one hundred fifty dollars. Costs for preparing and3
serving a warrant for failure to appear may not exceed one hundred4
dollars. Costs of incarceration imposed on a defendant convicted of a5
misdemeanor or a gross misdemeanor may not exceed the actual cost of6
incarceration. In no case may the court require the offender to pay7
more than one hundred dollars per day for the cost of incarceration.8
Payment of other court-ordered financial obligations, including all9
legal financial obligations and costs of supervision take precedence10
over the payment of the cost of incarceration ordered by the court.11
All funds received from defendants for the cost of incarceration in12
the county or city jail must be remitted for criminal justice13
purposes to the county or city that is responsible for the14
defendant's jail costs. Costs imposed constitute a judgment against a15
defendant and survive a dismissal of the underlying action against16
the defendant. However, if the defendant is acquitted on the17
underlying action, the costs for preparing and serving a warrant for18
failure to appear do not survive the acquittal, and the judgment that19
such costs would otherwise constitute shall be vacated.20

(3) The court shall not order a defendant to pay costs ((unless))21
if the defendant ((is or will be able to pay them)) at the time of22
sentencing is indigent as defined in RCW 10.101.010(3) (a) through23
(c). In determining the amount and method of payment of costs for24
defendants who are not indigent as defined in RCW 10.101.010(3) (a)25
through (c), the court shall take account of the financial resources26
of the defendant and the nature of the burden that payment of costs27
will impose.28

(4) A defendant who has been ordered to pay costs and who is not29
in ((contumacious)) willful default in the payment thereof may at any30
time after release from total confinement petition the sentencing31
court for remission of the payment of costs or of any unpaid portion32
thereof. If it appears to the satisfaction of the court that payment33
of the amount due will impose manifest hardship on the defendant or34
the defendant's immediate family, the court may remit all or part of35
the amount due in costs, ((or)) modify the method of payment under36
RCW 10.01.170, or convert the unpaid costs to community restitution37
hours, if the jurisdiction operates a community restitution program,38
at the rate of no less than the state minimum wage established in RCW39
49.46.020 for each hour of community restitution. Manifest hardship40

p. 8 E2SHB 1783
22



exists where the defendant is indigent as defined in RCW1
10.101.010(3) (a) through (c).2

(5) Except for direct costs relating to evaluating and reporting3
to the court, prosecutor, or defense counsel regarding a defendant's4
competency to stand trial as provided in RCW 10.77.060, this section5
shall not apply to costs related to medical or mental health6
treatment or services a defendant receives while in custody of the7
secretary of the department of social and health services or other8
governmental units. This section shall not prevent the secretary of9
the department of social and health services or other governmental10
units from imposing liability and seeking reimbursement from a11
defendant committed to an appropriate facility as provided in RCW12
10.77.084 while criminal proceedings are stayed. This section shall13
also not prevent governmental units from imposing liability on14
defendants for costs related to providing medical or mental health15
treatment while the defendant is in the governmental unit's custody.16
Medical or mental health treatment and services a defendant receives17
at a state hospital or other facility are not a cost of prosecution18
and shall be recoverable under RCW 10.77.250 and 70.48.130, chapter19
43.20B RCW, and any other applicable statute.20

Sec. 7.  RCW 10.01.170 and 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 96 s 2 are each21
amended to read as follows:22

(1) When a defendant is sentenced to pay ((a)) fines, penalties,23
assessments, fees, restitution, or costs, the court may grant24
permission for payment to be made within a specified period of time25
or in specified installments. If the court finds that the defendant26
is indigent as defined in RCW 10.101.010(3) (a) through (c), the27
court shall grant permission for payment to be made within a28
specified period of time or in specified installments. If no such29
permission is included in the sentence the fine or costs shall be30
payable forthwith.31

(2) An offender's monthly payment shall be applied in the32
following order of priority until satisfied:33

(a) First, proportionally to restitution to victims that have not34
been fully compensated from other sources;35

(b) Second, proportionally to restitution to insurance or other36
sources with respect to a loss that has provided compensation to37
victims;38

(c) Third, proportionally to crime victims' assessments; and39
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(d) Fourth, proportionally to costs, fines, and other assessments1
required by law.2

Sec. 8.  RCW 10.01.180 and 2010 c 8 s 1006 are each amended to3
read as follows:4

(1) A defendant sentenced to pay ((a)) any fine, penalty,5
assessment, fee, or costs who willfully defaults in the payment6
thereof or of any installment is in contempt of court as provided in7
chapter 7.21 RCW. The court may issue a warrant of arrest for his or8
her appearance.9

(2) When ((a)) any fine, penalty, assessment, fee, or assessment10
of costs is imposed on a corporation or unincorporated association,11
it is the duty of the person authorized to make disbursement from the12
assets of the corporation or association to pay the ((fine or costs))13
obligation from those assets, and his or her failure to do so may be14
held to be contempt.15

(3)(a) The court shall not sanction a defendant for contempt16
based on failure to pay fines, penalties, assessments, fees, or costs17
unless the court finds, after a hearing and on the record, that the18
failure to pay is willful. A failure to pay is willful if the19
defendant has the current ability to pay but refuses to do so.20

(b) In determining whether the defendant has the current ability21
to pay, the court shall inquire into and consider: (i) The22
defendant's income and assets; (ii) the defendant's basic living23
costs as defined by RCW 10.101.010 and other liabilities including24
child support and other legal financial obligations; and (iii) the25
defendant's bona fide efforts to acquire additional resources. A26
defendant who is indigent as defined by RCW 10.101.010(3) (a) through27
(c) is presumed to lack the current ability to pay.28

(c) If the court determines that the defendant is homeless or a29
person who is mentally ill, as defined in RCW 71.24.025, failure to30
pay a legal financial obligation is not willful contempt and shall31
not subject the defendant to penalties.32

(4) If a term of imprisonment for contempt for nonpayment of33
((a)) any fine, penalty, assessment, fee, or costs is ordered, the34
term of imprisonment shall be set forth in the commitment order, and35
shall not exceed one day for each twenty-five dollars of the ((fine36
or costs)) amount ordered, thirty days if the ((fine or assessment))37
amount ordered of costs was imposed upon conviction of a violation or38
misdemeanor, or one year in any other case, whichever is the shorter39
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period. A person committed for nonpayment of ((a)) any fine, penalty,1
assessment, fee, or costs shall be given credit toward payment for2
each day of imprisonment at the rate specified in the commitment3
order.4

(((4))) (5) If it appears to the satisfaction of the court that5
the default in the payment of ((a)) any fine, penalty, assessment,6
fee, or costs is not willful contempt, the court may, and if the7
defendant is indigent as defined in RCW 10.101.010(3) (a) through8
(c), the court shall enter an order: (a) Allowing the defendant9
additional time for payment((,)); (b) reducing the amount thereof or10
of each installment ((or)); (c) revoking the fine, penalty,11
assessment, fee, or costs or the unpaid portion thereof in whole or12
in part; or (d) converting the unpaid fine, penalty, assessment, fee,13
or costs to community restitution hours, if the jurisdiction operates14
a community restitution program, at the rate of no less than the15
state minimum wage established in RCW 49.46.020 for each hour of16
community restitution. The crime victim penalty assessment under RCW17
7.68.035 may not be reduced, revoked, or converted to community18
restitution hours.19

(((5))) (6) A default in the payment of ((a)) any fine, penalty,20
assessment, fee, or costs or any installment thereof may be collected21
by any means authorized by law for the enforcement of a judgment. The22
levy of execution for the collection of ((a)) any fine, penalty,23
assessment, fee, or costs shall not discharge a defendant committed24
to imprisonment for contempt until the amount ((of the fine or25
costs)) has actually been collected.26

Sec. 9.  RCW 10.46.190 and 2005 c 457 s 12 are each amended to27
read as follows:28

Every person convicted of a crime or held to bail to keep the29
peace ((shall)) may be liable to all the costs of the proceedings30
against him or her, including, when tried by a jury in the superior31
court or before a committing magistrate, a jury fee as provided for32
in civil actions for which judgment shall be rendered and collected.33
The court shall not order a defendant to pay costs, as described in34
RCW 10.01.160, if the court finds that the person at the time of35
sentencing is indigent as defined in RCW 10.101.010(3) (a) through36
(c). The jury fee, when collected for a case tried by the superior37
court, shall be paid to the clerk and applied as the jury fee in38
civil cases is applied.39
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Sec. 10.  RCW 10.64.015 and Code 1881 s 1104 are each amended to1
read as follows:2

When the defendant is found guilty, the court shall render3
judgment accordingly, and the defendant ((shall)) may be liable for4
all costs, unless the court or jury trying the cause expressly find5
otherwise. The court shall not order a defendant to pay costs, as6
described in RCW 10.01.160, if the court finds that the person at the7
time of sentencing is indigent as defined in RCW 10.101.010(3) (a)8
through (c).9

Sec. 11.  RCW 9.92.070 and 1987 c 3 s 4 are each amended to read10
as follows:11

Hereafter whenever any judge of any superior court or a district12
or municipal judge shall sentence any person to pay any fines,13
penalties, assessments, fees, and costs, the judge may, in the14
judge's discretion, provide that such fines, penalties, assessments,15
fees, and costs may be paid in certain designated installments, or16
within certain designated period or periods((; and)). If the court17
finds that the defendant is indigent as defined in RCW 10.101.010(3)18
(a) through (c), the court shall allow for payment in certain19
designated installments or within certain designated periods. If such20
fines, penalties, assessments, fees, and costs shall be paid by the21
defendant in accordance with such order no commitment or imprisonment22
of the defendant shall be made for failure to pay such fine or costs.23
PROVIDED, that the provisions of this section shall not apply to any24
sentence given for the violation of any of the liquor laws of this25
state.26

Sec. 12.  RCW 10.73.160 and 2015 c 265 s 22 are each amended to27
read as follows:28

(1) The court of appeals, supreme court, and superior courts may29
require an adult offender convicted of an offense to pay appellate30
costs.31

(2) Appellate costs are limited to expenses specifically incurred32
by the state in prosecuting or defending an appeal or collateral33
attack from a criminal conviction. Appellate costs shall not include34
expenditures to maintain and operate government agencies that must be35
made irrespective of specific violations of the law. Expenses36
incurred for producing a verbatim report of proceedings and clerk's37
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papers may be included in costs the court may require a convicted1
defendant to pay.2

(3) Costs, including recoupment of fees for court-appointed3
counsel, shall be requested in accordance with the procedures4
contained in Title 14 of the rules of appellate procedure and in5
Title 9 of the rules for appeal of decisions of courts of limited6
jurisdiction. An award of costs shall become part of the trial court7
judgment and sentence.8

(4) A defendant who has been sentenced to pay costs and who is9
not in ((contumacious)) willful default in the payment may at any10
time after release from total confinement petition the court that11
sentenced the defendant or juvenile offender for remission of the12
payment of costs or of any unpaid portion. If it appears to the13
satisfaction of the sentencing court that payment of the amount due14
will impose manifest hardship on the defendant or the defendant's15
immediate family, the sentencing court may remit all or part of the16
amount due in costs, ((or)) modify the method of payment under RCW17
10.01.170, or convert the unpaid costs to community restitution18
hours, if the jurisdiction operates a community restitution program,19
at the rate of no less than the state minimum wage established in RCW20
49.46.020 for each hour of community restitution. Manifest hardship21
exists where the defendant or juvenile offender is indigent as22
defined in RCW 10.101.010(3) (a) through (c).23

(5) The parents or another person legally obligated to support a24
juvenile offender who has been ordered to pay appellate costs and who25
is not in ((contumacious)) willful default in the payment may at any26
time petition the court that sentenced the juvenile offender for27
remission of the payment of costs or of any unpaid portion. If it28
appears to the satisfaction of the sentencing court that payment of29
the amount due will impose manifest hardship on the parents or30
another person legally obligated to support a juvenile offender or on31
their immediate families, the sentencing court may remit all or part32
of the amount due in costs, or may modify the method of payment.33

Sec. 13.  RCW 9.94A.6333 and 2008 c 231 s 19 are each amended to34
read as follows:35

(1) If an offender violates any condition or requirement of a36
sentence, and the offender is not being supervised by the department,37
the court may modify its order of judgment and sentence and impose38
further punishment in accordance with this section.39
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(2) If an offender fails to comply with any of the nonfinancial1
conditions or requirements of a sentence the following provisions2
apply:3

(a) The court, upon the motion of the state, or upon its own4
motion, shall require the offender to show cause why the offender5
should not be punished for the noncompliance. The court may issue a6
summons or a warrant of arrest for the offender's appearance;7

(b) The state has the burden of showing noncompliance by a8
preponderance of the evidence;9

(c) If the court finds that a violation has been proved, it may10
impose the sanctions specified in RCW 9.94A.633(1). Alternatively,11
the court may:12

(i) Convert a term of partial confinement to total confinement;13
or14

(ii) Convert community restitution obligation to total or partial15
confinement; ((or16

(iii) Convert monetary obligations, except restitution and the17
crime victim penalty assessment, to community restitution hours at18
the rate of the state minimum wage as established in RCW 49.46.02019
for each hour of community restitution;))20

(d) If the court finds that the violation was not willful, the21
court may modify its previous order regarding ((payment of legal22
financial obligations and regarding)) community restitution23
obligations; and24

(e) If the violation involves a failure to undergo or comply with25
a mental health status evaluation and/or outpatient mental health26
treatment, the court shall seek a recommendation from the treatment27
provider or proposed treatment provider. Enforcement of orders28
concerning outpatient mental health treatment must reflect the29
availability of treatment and must pursue the least restrictive means30
of promoting participation in treatment. If the offender's failure to31
receive care essential for health and safety presents a risk of32
serious physical harm or probable harmful consequences, the civil33
detention and commitment procedures of chapter 71.05 RCW shall be34
considered in preference to incarceration in a local or state35
correctional facility.36

(3) If an offender fails to pay legal financial obligations as a37
requirement of a sentence the following provisions apply:38

(a) The court, upon the motion of the state, or upon its own39
motion, shall require the offender to show cause why the offender40
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should not be punished for the noncompliance. The court may issue a1
summons or a warrant of arrest for the offender's appearance;2

(b) The state has the burden of showing noncompliance by a3
preponderance of the evidence;4

(c) The court may not sanction the offender for failure to pay5
legal financial obligations unless the court finds, after a hearing6
and on the record, that the failure to pay is willful. A failure to7
pay is willful if the offender has the current ability to pay but8
refuses to do so. In determining whether the offender has the current9
ability to pay, the court shall inquire into and consider: (i) The10
offender's income and assets; (ii) the offender's basic living costs11
as defined by RCW 10.101.010 and other liabilities including child12
support and other legal financial obligations; and (iii) the13
offender's bona fide efforts to acquire additional resources. An14
offender who is indigent as defined by RCW 10.101.010(3) (a) through15
(c) is presumed to lack the current ability to pay;16

(d) If the court determines that the offender is homeless or a17
person who is mentally ill, as defined in RCW 71.24.025, failure to18
pay a legal financial obligation is not willful noncompliance and19
shall not subject the offender to penalties;20

(e) If the court finds that a failure to pay is willful21
noncompliance, it may impose the sanctions specified in RCW22
9.94A.633(1); and23

(f) If the court finds that the violation was not willful, the24
court may, and if the court finds that the defendant is indigent as25
defined in RCW 10.101.010(3) (a) through (c), the court shall modify26
the terms of payment of the legal financial obligations, reduce or27
waive nonrestitution legal financial obligations, or convert28
nonrestitution legal financial obligations to community restitution29
hours, if the jurisdiction operates a community restitution program,30
at the rate of no less than the state minimum wage established in RCW31
49.46.020 for each hour of community restitution. The crime victim32
penalty assessment under RCW 7.68.035 may not be reduced, waived, or33
converted to community restitution hours.34

(4) Any time served in confinement awaiting a hearing on35
noncompliance shall be credited against any confinement ordered by36
the court.37

(((4))) (5) Nothing in this section prohibits the filing of38
escape charges if appropriate.39
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Sec. 14.  RCW 9.94A.760 and 2011 c 106 s 3 are each amended to1
read as follows:2

(1) Whenever a person is convicted in superior court, the court3
may order the payment of a legal financial obligation as part of the4
sentence. The court may not order an offender to pay costs as5
described in RCW 10.01.160 if the court finds that the offender at6
the time of sentencing is indigent as defined in RCW 10.101.010(3)7
(a) through (c). An offender being indigent as defined in RCW8
10.101.010(3) (a) through (c) is not grounds for failing to impose9
restitution or the crime victim penalty assessment under RCW10
7.68.035. The court must on either the judgment and sentence or on a11
subsequent order to pay, designate the total amount of a legal12
financial obligation and segregate this amount among the separate13
assessments made for restitution, costs, fines, and other assessments14
required by law. On the same order, the court is also to set a sum15
that the offender is required to pay on a monthly basis towards16
satisfying the legal financial obligation. If the court fails to set17
the offender monthly payment amount, the department shall set the18
amount if the department has active supervision of the offender,19
otherwise the county clerk shall set the amount.20

(2) Upon receipt of ((an offender's monthly)) each payment((,21
restitution shall be paid prior to any payments of other monetary22
obligations. After restitution is satisfied)) made by or on behalf of23
an offender, the county clerk shall distribute the payment24
((proportionally among all other fines, costs, and assessments25
imposed, unless otherwise ordered by the court)) in the following26
order of priority until satisfied:27

(a) First, proportionally to restitution to victims that have not28
been fully compensated from other sources;29

(b) Second, proportionally to restitution to insurance or other30
sources with respect to a loss that has provided compensation to31
victims;32

(c) Third, proportionally to crime victims' assessments; and33
(d) Fourth, proportionally to costs, fines, and other assessments34

required by law.35
(((2))) (3) If the court determines that the offender, at the36

time of sentencing, has the means to pay for the cost of37
incarceration, the court may require the offender to pay for the cost38
of incarceration ((at)). The court shall not order the offender to39
pay the cost of incarceration if the court finds that the offender at40
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the time of sentencing is indigent as defined in RCW 10.101.010(3)1
(a) through (c). Costs of incarceration ordered by the court shall2
not exceed a rate of fifty dollars per day of incarceration, if3
incarcerated in a prison, or the ((court may require the offender to4
pay the)) actual cost of incarceration per day of incarceration, if5
incarcerated in a county jail. In no case may the court require the6
offender to pay more than one hundred dollars per day for the cost of7
incarceration. ((Payment of other court-ordered financial8
obligations, including all legal financial obligations and costs of9
supervision shall take precedence over the payment of the cost of10
incarceration ordered by the court.)) All funds recovered from11
offenders for the cost of incarceration in the county jail shall be12
remitted to the county and the costs of incarceration in a prison13
shall be remitted to the department.14

(((3))) (4) The court may add to the judgment and sentence or15
subsequent order to pay a statement that a notice of payroll16
deduction is to be issued immediately. If the court chooses not to17
order the immediate issuance of a notice of payroll deduction at18
sentencing, the court shall add to the judgment and sentence or19
subsequent order to pay a statement that a notice of payroll20
deduction may be issued or other income-withholding action may be21
taken, without further notice to the offender if a monthly court-22
ordered legal financial obligation payment is not paid when due, and23
an amount equal to or greater than the amount payable for one month24
is owed.25

If a judgment and sentence or subsequent order to pay does not26
include the statement that a notice of payroll deduction may be27
issued or other income-withholding action may be taken if a monthly28
legal financial obligation payment is past due, the department or the29
county clerk may serve a notice on the offender stating such30
requirements and authorizations. Service shall be by personal service31
or any form of mail requiring a return receipt.32

(((4))) (5) Independent of the department or the county clerk,33
the party or entity to whom the legal financial obligation is owed34
shall have the authority to use any other remedies available to the35
party or entity to collect the legal financial obligation. These36
remedies include enforcement in the same manner as a judgment in a37
civil action by the party or entity to whom the legal financial38
obligation is owed. Restitution collected through civil enforcement39
must be paid through the registry of the court and must be40
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distributed proportionately according to each victim's loss when1
there is more than one victim. The judgment and sentence shall2
identify the party or entity to whom restitution is owed so that the3
state, party, or entity may enforce the judgment. If restitution is4
ordered pursuant to RCW 9.94A.750(6) or 9.94A.753(6) to a victim of5
rape of a child or a victim's child born from the rape, the6
Washington state child support registry shall be identified as the7
party to whom payments must be made. Restitution obligations arising8
from the rape of a child in the first, second, or third degree that9
result in the pregnancy of the victim may be enforced for the time10
periods provided under RCW 9.94A.750(6) and 9.94A.753(6). All other11
legal financial obligations for an offense committed prior to July 1,12
2000, may be enforced at any time during the ten-year period13
following the offender's release from total confinement or within ten14
years of entry of the judgment and sentence, whichever period ends15
later. Prior to the expiration of the initial ten-year period, the16
superior court may extend the criminal judgment an additional ten17
years for payment of legal financial obligations including crime18
victims' assessments. All other legal financial obligations for an19
offense committed on or after July 1, 2000, may be enforced at any20
time the offender remains under the court's jurisdiction. For an21
offense committed on or after July 1, 2000, the court shall retain22
jurisdiction over the offender, for purposes of the offender's23
compliance with payment of the legal financial obligations, until the24
obligation is completely satisfied, regardless of the statutory25
maximum for the crime. The department may only supervise the26
offender's compliance with payment of the legal financial obligations27
during any period in which the department is authorized to supervise28
the offender in the community under RCW 9.94A.728, 9.94A.501, or in29
which the offender is confined in a state correctional institution or30
a correctional facility pursuant to a transfer agreement with the31
department, and the department shall supervise the offender's32
compliance during any such period. The department is not responsible33
for supervision of the offender during any subsequent period of time34
the offender remains under the court's jurisdiction. The county clerk35
is authorized to collect unpaid legal financial obligations at any36
time the offender remains under the jurisdiction of the court for37
purposes of his or her legal financial obligations.38

(((5))) (6) In order to assist the court in setting a monthly sum39
that the offender must pay during the period of supervision, the40
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offender is required to report to the department for purposes of1
preparing a recommendation to the court. When reporting, the offender2
is required, under oath, to respond truthfully and honestly to all3
questions concerning present, past, and future earning capabilities4
and the location and nature of all property or financial assets. The5
offender is further required to bring all documents requested by the6
department.7

(((6))) (7) After completing the investigation, the department8
shall make a report to the court on the amount of the monthly payment9
that the offender should be required to make towards a satisfied10
legal financial obligation.11

(((7))) (8)(a) During the period of supervision, the department12
may make a recommendation to the court that the offender's monthly13
payment schedule be modified so as to reflect a change in financial14
circumstances. If the department sets the monthly payment amount, the15
department may modify the monthly payment amount without the matter16
being returned to the court. During the period of supervision, the17
department may require the offender to report to the department for18
the purposes of reviewing the appropriateness of the collection19
schedule for the legal financial obligation. During this reporting,20
the offender is required under oath to respond truthfully and21
honestly to all questions concerning earning capabilities and the22
location and nature of all property or financial assets. The offender23
shall bring all documents requested by the department in order to24
prepare the collection schedule.25

(b) Subsequent to any period of supervision, or if the department26
is not authorized to supervise the offender in the community, the27
county clerk may make a recommendation to the court that the28
offender's monthly payment schedule be modified so as to reflect a29
change in financial circumstances. If the county clerk sets the30
monthly payment amount, or if the department set the monthly payment31
amount and the department has subsequently turned the collection of32
the legal financial obligation over to the county clerk, the clerk33
may modify the monthly payment amount without the matter being34
returned to the court. During the period of repayment, the county35
clerk may require the offender to report to the clerk for the purpose36
of reviewing the appropriateness of the collection schedule for the37
legal financial obligation. During this reporting, the offender is38
required under oath to respond truthfully and honestly to all39
questions concerning earning capabilities and the location and nature40
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of all property or financial assets. The offender shall bring all1
documents requested by the county clerk in order to prepare the2
collection schedule.3

(((8))) (9) After the judgment and sentence or payment order is4
entered, the department is authorized, for any period of supervision,5
to collect the legal financial obligation from the offender.6
Subsequent to any period of supervision or, if the department is not7
authorized to supervise the offender in the community, the county8
clerk is authorized to collect unpaid legal financial obligations9
from the offender. Any amount collected by the department shall be10
remitted daily to the county clerk for the purpose of disbursements.11
The department and the county clerks are authorized, but not12
required, to accept credit cards as payment for a legal financial13
obligation, and any costs incurred related to accepting credit card14
payments shall be the responsibility of the offender.15

(((9))) (10) The department or any obligee of the legal financial16
obligation may seek a mandatory wage assignment for the purposes of17
obtaining satisfaction for the legal financial obligation pursuant to18
RCW 9.94A.7701. Any party obtaining a wage assignment shall notify19
the county clerk. The county clerks shall notify the department, or20
the administrative office of the courts, whichever is providing the21
monthly billing for the offender.22

(((10))) (11) The requirement that the offender pay a monthly sum23
towards a legal financial obligation constitutes a condition or24
requirement of a sentence and the offender is subject to the25
penalties for noncompliance as provided in RCW 9.94B.040, 9.94A.737,26
or 9.94A.740. If the court determines that the offender is homeless27
or a person who is mentally ill, as defined in RCW 71.24.025, failure28
to pay a legal financial obligation is not willful noncompliance and29
shall not subject the offender to penalties.30

(((11))) (12)(a) The administrative office of the courts shall31
mail individualized periodic billings to the address known by the32
office for each offender with an unsatisfied legal financial33
obligation.34

(b) The billing shall direct payments, other than outstanding35
cost of supervision assessments under RCW 9.94A.780, parole36
assessments under RCW 72.04A.120, and cost of probation assessments37
under RCW 9.95.214, to the county clerk, and cost of supervision,38
parole, or probation assessments to the department.39
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(c) The county clerk shall provide the administrative office of1
the courts with notice of payments by such offenders no less2
frequently than weekly.3

(d) The county clerks, the administrative office of the courts,4
and the department shall maintain agreements to implement this5
subsection.6

(((12))) (13) The department shall arrange for the collection of7
unpaid legal financial obligations during any period of supervision8
in the community through the county clerk. The department shall9
either collect unpaid legal financial obligations or arrange for10
collections through another entity if the clerk does not assume11
responsibility or is unable to continue to assume responsibility for12
collection pursuant to subsection (((4))) (5) of this section. The13
costs for collection services shall be paid by the offender.14

(((13))) (14) The county clerk may access the records of the15
employment security department for the purposes of verifying16
employment or income, seeking any assignment of wages, or performing17
other duties necessary to the collection of an offender's legal18
financial obligations.19

(((14))) (15) Nothing in this chapter makes the department, the20
state, the counties, or any state or county employees, agents, or21
other persons acting on their behalf liable under any circumstances22
for the payment of these legal financial obligations or for the acts23
of any offender who is no longer, or was not, subject to supervision24
by the department for a term of community custody, and who remains25
under the jurisdiction of the court for payment of legal financial26
obligations.27

Sec. 15.  RCW 9.94B.040 and 2002 c 175 s 8 are each amended to28
read as follows:29

(1) If an offender violates any condition or requirement of a30
sentence, the court may modify its order of judgment and sentence and31
impose further punishment in accordance with this section.32

(2) In cases where conditions from a second or later sentence of33
community supervision begin prior to the term of the second or later34
sentence, the court shall treat a violation of such conditions as a35
violation of the sentence of community supervision currently being36
served.37
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(3) If an offender fails to comply with any of the nonfinancial1
requirements or conditions of a sentence the following provisions2
apply:3

(a)(i) Following the violation, if the offender and the4
department make a stipulated agreement, the department may impose5
sanctions such as work release, home detention with electronic6
monitoring, work crew, community restitution, inpatient treatment,7
daily reporting, curfew, educational or counseling sessions,8
supervision enhanced through electronic monitoring, jail time, or9
other sanctions available in the community.10

(ii) Within seventy-two hours of signing the stipulated11
agreement, the department shall submit a report to the court and the12
prosecuting attorney outlining the violation or violations, and13
sanctions imposed. Within fifteen days of receipt of the report, if14
the court is not satisfied with the sanctions, the court may schedule15
a hearing and may modify the department's sanctions. If this occurs,16
the offender may withdraw from the stipulated agreement.17

(iii) If the offender fails to comply with the sanction18
administratively imposed by the department, the court may take action19
regarding the original noncompliance. Offender failure to comply with20
the sanction administratively imposed by the department may be21
considered an additional violation;22

(b) In the absence of a stipulated agreement, or where the court23
is not satisfied with the department's sanctions as provided in (a)24
of this subsection, the court, upon the motion of the state, or upon25
its own motion, shall require the offender to show cause why the26
offender should not be punished for the noncompliance. The court may27
issue a summons or a warrant of arrest for the offender's appearance;28

(c) The state has the burden of showing noncompliance by a29
preponderance of the evidence. If the court finds that the violation30
has occurred, it may order the offender to be confined for a period31
not to exceed sixty days for each violation, and may (i) convert a32
term of partial confinement to total confinement, (ii) convert33
community restitution obligation to total or partial confinement, or34
(iii) ((convert monetary obligations, except restitution and the35
crime victim penalty assessment, to community restitution hours at36
the rate of the state minimum wage as established in RCW 49.46.02037
for each hour of community restitution, or (iv))) order one or more38
of the penalties authorized in (a)(i) of this subsection. Any time39
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served in confinement awaiting a hearing on noncompliance shall be1
credited against any confinement order by the court;2

(d) If the court finds that the violation was not willful, the3
court may modify its previous order regarding ((payment of legal4
financial obligations and regarding)) community restitution5
obligations; and6

(e) If the violation involves a failure to undergo or comply with7
mental status evaluation and/or outpatient mental health treatment,8
the community corrections officer shall consult with the treatment9
provider or proposed treatment provider. Enforcement of orders10
concerning outpatient mental health treatment must reflect the11
availability of treatment and must pursue the least restrictive means12
of promoting participation in treatment. If the offender's failure to13
receive care essential for health and safety presents a risk of14
serious physical harm or probable harmful consequences, the civil15
detention and commitment procedures of chapter 71.05 RCW shall be16
considered in preference to incarceration in a local or state17
correctional facility.18

(4) If the violation involves failure to pay legal financial19
obligations, the following provisions apply:20

(a) The department and the offender may enter into a stipulated21
agreement that the failure to pay was willful noncompliance,22
according to the provisions and requirements of subsection (3)(a) of23
this section;24

(b) In the absence of a stipulated agreement, or where the court25
is not satisfied with the department's sanctions as provided in a26
stipulated agreement under (a) of this subsection, the court, upon27
the motion of the state, or upon its own motion, shall require the28
offender to show cause why the offender should not be punished for29
the noncompliance. The court may issue a summons or a warrant of30
arrest for the offender's appearance;31

(c) The state has the burden of showing noncompliance by a32
preponderance of the evidence. The court may not sanction the33
offender for failure to pay legal financial obligations unless the34
court finds, after a hearing and on the record, that the failure to35
pay is willful. A failure to pay is willful if the offender has the36
current ability to pay but refuses to do so. In determining whether37
the offender has the current ability to pay, the court shall inquire38
into and consider: (i) The offender's income and assets; (ii) the39
offender's basic living costs as defined by RCW 10.101.010 and other40
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liabilities including child support and other legal financial1
obligations; and (iii) the offender's bona fide efforts to acquire2
additional resources. An offender who is indigent as defined by RCW3
10.101.010(3) (a) through (c) is presumed to lack the current ability4
to pay;5

(d) If the court determines that the offender is homeless or a6
person who is mentally ill, as defined in RCW 71.24.025, failure to7
pay a legal financial obligation is not willful noncompliance and8
shall not subject the offender to penalties;9

(e) If the court finds that the failure to pay is willful10
noncompliance, the court may order the offender to be confined for a11
period not to exceed sixty days for each violation or order one or12
more of the penalties authorized in subsection (3)(a)(i) of this13
section; and14

(f) If the court finds that the violation was not willful, the15
court may, and if the court finds that the defendant is indigent as16
defined in RCW 10.101.010(3) (a) through (c), the court shall modify17
the terms of payment of the legal financial obligations, reduce or18
waive nonrestitution legal financial obligations, or convert19
nonrestitution legal financial obligations to community restitution20
hours, if the jurisdiction operates a community restitution program,21
at the rate of no less than the state minimum wage established in RCW22
49.46.020 for each hour of community restitution. The crime victim23
penalty assessment under RCW 7.68.035 may not be reduced, waived, or24
converted to community restitution hours.25

(5) The community corrections officer may obtain information from26
the offender's mental health treatment provider on the offender's27
status with respect to evaluation, application for services,28
registration for services, and compliance with the supervision plan,29
without the offender's consent, as described under RCW 71.05.630.30

(((5))) (6) An offender under community placement or community31
supervision who is civilly detained under chapter 71.05 RCW, and32
subsequently discharged or conditionally released to the community,33
shall be under the supervision of the department of corrections for34
the duration of his or her period of community placement or community35
supervision. During any period of inpatient mental health treatment36
that falls within the period of community placement or community37
supervision, the inpatient treatment provider and the supervising38
community corrections officer shall notify each other about the39
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offender's discharge, release, and legal status, and shall share1
other relevant information.2

(((6))) (7) Nothing in this section prohibits the filing of3
escape charges if appropriate.4

Sec. 16.  RCW 3.62.085 and 2005 c 457 s 10 are each amended to5
read as follows:6

Upon conviction or a plea of guilty in any court organized under7
this title or Title 35 RCW, a defendant in a criminal case is liable8
for a fee of forty-three dollars, except this fee shall not be9
imposed on a defendant who is indigent as defined in RCW10
10.101.010(3) (a) through (c). This fee shall be subject to division11
with the state under RCW 3.46.120(2), 3.50.100(2), 3.62.020(2),12
3.62.040(2), and 35.20.220(2).13

Sec. 17.  RCW 36.18.020 and 2015 c 265 s 28 are each amended to14
read as follows:15

(1) Revenue collected under this section is subject to division16
with the state under RCW 36.18.025 and with the county or regional17
law library fund under RCW 27.24.070, except as provided in18
subsection (5) of this section.19

(2) Clerks of superior courts shall collect the following fees20
for their official services:21

(a) In addition to any other fee required by law, the party22
filing the first or initial document in any civil action, including,23
but not limited to an action for restitution, adoption, or change of24
name, and any party filing a counterclaim, cross-claim, or third-25
party claim in any such civil action, shall pay, at the time the26
document is filed, a fee of two hundred dollars except, in an27
unlawful detainer action under chapter 59.18 or 59.20 RCW for which28
the plaintiff shall pay a case initiating filing fee of forty-five29
dollars, or in proceedings filed under RCW 28A.225.030 alleging a30
violation of the compulsory attendance laws where the petitioner31
shall not pay a filing fee. The forty-five dollar filing fee under32
this subsection for an unlawful detainer action shall not include an33
order to show cause or any other order or judgment except a default34
order or default judgment in an unlawful detainer action.35

(b) Any party, except a defendant in a criminal case, filing the36
first or initial document on an appeal from a court of limited37
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jurisdiction or any party on any civil appeal, shall pay, when the1
document is filed, a fee of two hundred dollars.2

(c) For filing of a petition for judicial review as required3
under RCW 34.05.514 a filing fee of two hundred dollars.4

(d) For filing of a petition for unlawful harassment under RCW5
10.14.040 a filing fee of fifty-three dollars.6

(e) For filing the notice of debt due for the compensation of a7
crime victim under RCW 7.68.120(2)(a) a fee of two hundred dollars.8

(f) In probate proceedings, the party instituting such9
proceedings, shall pay at the time of filing the first document10
therein, a fee of two hundred dollars.11

(g) For filing any petition to contest a will admitted to probate12
or a petition to admit a will which has been rejected, or a petition13
objecting to a written agreement or memorandum as provided in RCW14
11.96A.220, there shall be paid a fee of two hundred dollars.15

(h) Upon conviction or plea of guilty, upon failure to prosecute16
an appeal from a court of limited jurisdiction as provided by law, or17
upon affirmance of a conviction by a court of limited jurisdiction,18
an adult defendant in a criminal case shall be liable for a fee of19
two hundred dollars, except this fee shall not be imposed on a20
defendant who is indigent as defined in RCW 10.101.010(3) (a) through21
(c).22

(i) With the exception of demands for jury hereafter made and23
garnishments hereafter issued, civil actions and probate proceedings24
filed prior to midnight, July 1, 1972, shall be completed and25
governed by the fee schedule in effect as of January 1, 1972.26
However, no fee shall be assessed if an order of dismissal on the27
clerk's record be filed as provided by rule of the supreme court.28

(3) No fee shall be collected when a petition for relinquishment29
of parental rights is filed pursuant to RCW 26.33.080 or for forms30
and instructional brochures provided under RCW 26.50.030.31

(4) No fee shall be collected when an abstract of judgment is32
filed by the county clerk of another county for the purposes of33
collection of legal financial obligations.34

(5)(a) Until July 1, 2017, in addition to the fees required to be35
collected under this section, clerks of the superior courts must36
collect surcharges as provided in this subsection (5) of which37
seventy-five percent must be remitted to the state treasurer for38
deposit in the judicial stabilization trust account and twenty-five39
percent must be retained by the county.40
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(b) On filing fees required to be collected under subsection1
(2)(b) of this section, a surcharge of thirty dollars must be2
collected.3

(c) On all filing fees required to be collected under this4
section, except for fees required under subsection (2)(b), (d), and5
(h) of this section, a surcharge of forty dollars must be collected.6

Sec. 18.  RCW 43.43.7541 and 2015 c 265 s 31 are each amended to7
read as follows:8

Every sentence imposed for a crime specified in RCW 43.43.7549
must include a fee of one hundred dollars unless the state has10
previously collected the offender's DNA as a result of a prior11
conviction. The fee is a court-ordered legal financial obligation as12
defined in RCW 9.94A.030 and other applicable law. For a sentence13
imposed under chapter 9.94A RCW, the fee is payable by the offender14
after payment of all other legal financial obligations included in15
the sentence has been completed. For all other sentences, the fee is16
payable by the offender in the same manner as other assessments17
imposed. The clerk of the court shall transmit eighty percent of the18
fee collected to the state treasurer for deposit in the state DNA19
database account created under RCW 43.43.7532, and shall transmit20
twenty percent of the fee collected to the agency responsible for21
collection of a biological sample from the offender as required under22
RCW 43.43.754. This fee shall not be imposed on juvenile offenders if23
the state has previously collected the juvenile offender's DNA as a24
result of a prior conviction.25

Sec. 19.  RCW 7.68.035 and 2015 c 265 s 8 are each amended to26
read as follows:27

(1)(a) When any person is found guilty in any superior court of28
having committed a crime, except as provided in subsection (2) of29
this section, there shall be imposed by the court upon such convicted30
person a penalty assessment. The assessment shall be in addition to31
any other penalty or fine imposed by law and shall be five hundred32
dollars for each case or cause of action that includes one or more33
convictions of a felony or gross misdemeanor and two hundred fifty34
dollars for any case or cause of action that includes convictions of35
only one or more misdemeanors.36

(b) When any juvenile is adjudicated of an offense that is a most37
serious offense as defined in RCW 9.94A.030, or a sex offense under38
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chapter 9A.44 RCW, there shall be imposed upon the juvenile offender1
a penalty assessment. The assessment shall be in addition to any2
other penalty or fine imposed by law and shall be one hundred dollars3
for each case or cause of action.4

(c) When any juvenile is adjudicated of an offense which has a5
victim, and which is not a most serious offense as defined in RCW6
9.94A.030 or a sex offense under chapter 9A.44 RCW, the court shall7
order up to seven hours of community restitution, unless the court8
finds that such an order is not practicable for the offender. This9
community restitution must be imposed consecutively to any other10
community restitution the court imposes for the offense.11

(2) The assessment imposed by subsection (1) of this section12
shall not apply to motor vehicle crimes defined in Title 46 RCW13
except those defined in the following sections: RCW 46.61.520,14
46.61.522, 46.61.024, 46.52.090, 46.70.140, 46.61.502, 46.61.504,15
46.52.101, 46.20.410, 46.52.020, 46.10.495, 46.09.480, 46.61.5249,16
46.61.525, 46.61.685, 46.61.530, 46.61.500, 46.61.015, 46.52.010,17
46.44.180, 46.10.490(2), and 46.09.470(2).18

(3) When any person accused of having committed a crime posts19
bail in superior court pursuant to the provisions of chapter 10.1920
RCW and such bail is forfeited, there shall be deducted from the21
proceeds of such forfeited bail a penalty assessment, in addition to22
any other penalty or fine imposed by law, equal to the assessment23
which would be applicable under subsection (1) of this section if the24
person had been convicted of the crime.25

(4) Such penalty assessments shall be paid by the clerk of the26
superior court to the county treasurer ((who shall monthly transmit27
the money as provided in RCW 10.82.070)). Each county shall deposit28
((fifty)) one hundred percent of the money it receives per case or29
cause of action under subsection (1) of this section ((and retains30
under RCW 10.82.070)), not less than one and seventy-five one-31
hundredths percent of the remaining money it retains under RCW32
10.82.070 and the money it retains under chapter 3.62 RCW, and all33
money it receives under subsection (7) of this section into a fund34
maintained exclusively for the support of comprehensive programs to35
encourage and facilitate testimony by the victims of crimes and36
witnesses to crimes. A program shall be considered "comprehensive"37
only after approval of the department upon application by the county38
prosecuting attorney. The department shall approve as comprehensive39
only programs which:40
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(a) Provide comprehensive services to victims and witnesses of1
all types of crime with particular emphasis on serious crimes against2
persons and property. It is the intent of the legislature to make3
funds available only to programs which do not restrict services to4
victims or witnesses of a particular type or types of crime and that5
such funds supplement, not supplant, existing local funding levels;6

(b) Are administered by the county prosecuting attorney either7
directly through the prosecuting attorney's office or by contract8
between the county and agencies providing services to victims of9
crime;10

(c) Make a reasonable effort to inform the known victim or his or11
her surviving dependents of the existence of this chapter and the12
procedure for making application for benefits;13

(d) Assist victims in the restitution and adjudication process;14
and15

(e) Assist victims of violent crimes in the preparation and16
presentation of their claims to the department of labor and17
industries under this chapter.18

Before a program in any county west of the Cascade mountains is19
submitted to the department for approval, it shall be submitted for20
review and comment to each city within the county with a population21
of more than one hundred fifty thousand. The department will consider22
if the county's proposed comprehensive plan meets the needs of crime23
victims in cases adjudicated in municipal, district or superior24
courts and of crime victims located within the city and county.25

(5) Upon submission to the department of a letter of intent to26
adopt a comprehensive program, the prosecuting attorney shall retain27
the money deposited by the county under subsection (4) of this28
section until such time as the county prosecuting attorney has29
obtained approval of a program from the department. Approval of the30
comprehensive plan by the department must be obtained within one year31
of the date of the letter of intent to adopt a comprehensive program.32
The county prosecuting attorney shall not make any expenditures from33
the money deposited under subsection (4) of this section until34
approval of a comprehensive plan by the department. If a county35
prosecuting attorney has failed to obtain approval of a program from36
the department under subsection (4) of this section or failed to37
obtain approval of a comprehensive program within one year after38
submission of a letter of intent under this section, the county39
treasurer shall monthly transmit one hundred percent of the money40
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deposited by the county under subsection (4) of this section to the1
state treasurer for deposit in the state general fund.2

(6) County prosecuting attorneys are responsible to make every3
reasonable effort to insure that the penalty assessments of this4
chapter are imposed and collected.5

(7) Every city and town shall transmit monthly one and seventy-6
five one-hundredths percent of all money, other than money received7
for parking infractions, retained under RCW 3.50.100 and 35.20.220 to8
the county treasurer for deposit as provided in subsection (4) of9
this section.10

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 20.  Nothing in this act requires the courts11
to refund or reimburse amounts previously paid towards legal12
financial obligations or interest on legal financial obligations.13

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 21.  If specific funding for the purposes of14
this act, referencing this act by bill or chapter number, is not15
provided by June 30, 2017, in the omnibus appropriations act, this16
act is null and void.17

--- END ---
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 February 2, 2018 

 

 

 

The Honorable Jamie Pedersen 

Chair, Senate Law and Justice Committee 

235 John A. Cherberg Building 

PO Box 40443 

Olympia, WA 98504-0443 

 

Dear Senator Pedersen: 

 

We are pleased to see that you have scheduled the comprehensive legal financial 

obligations (LFO) reform bill (E2SHB 1783) for a public hearing in the Law and Justice 

Committee on February 7.  In light of recent letters you’ve received from Justice Mary Yu and 

Justice Charles Johnson on behalf of the Minority and Justice Commission and Judge Sean 

O’Donnell on behalf of the Superior Court Judges’ Association expressing support for E2SHB 

1783, we wanted to both express our support for the bill and share our plan to address technical 

implementation issues should the bill pass this session. 

 

As you know, the judicial branch is in the midst of several significant technology 

modernization projects that will make implementing E2SHB 1783 and other policy changes 

much easier.  The new Superior Court Case Management System, Odyssey, is nearing final 

deployment later this year.  The Courts of Limited Jurisdiction Case Management System (CLJ-

CMS) project is in the early stages as we work to identify a vendor.  Successfully completing 

these projects is our primary focus. 

 

Section 7 of E2SHB 1783 includes a restitution prioritization provision that the 

Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) has historically assumed and reported would require 

in excess of 10,000 hours and over $500,000 to complete in our legacy CLJ system.  Making 

changes in the legacy CLJ system to accommodate this provision is risky and would require us to 

divert crucial resources from the CLJ-CMS project to make changes to a system that will be 

obsolete as we bring the new CLJ-CMS online.  On the other hand, implementing this provision 

and others in our new Odyssey Case Management System for Superior Court is very manageable 

due to the flexibility of the new system. 
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We do not think it is prudent to make significant changes to our legacy CLJ system.  That 

is why we have re-evaluated our assumptions and have identified a manual workaround until the 

new CLJ-CMS is online.  Rather than make modifications to our legacy CLJ system to 

implement this provision, court staff at the local level would track cases in which restitution is 

ordered for victims and insurance companies (or other entities).  We anticipate the workload for 

this workaround to be extremely small due to how infrequent district and municipal courts order 

restitution with victims and insurance companies.  While this won’t absolve AOC of all IT work 

to implement the bill, it will significantly reduce it to a more manageable level. 

 

Now is the time for comprehensive LFO reform.  If and when this bill passes, we are 

committed to implementing it in a way that recognizes the goals of policy reform while not 

unduly hampering our ability to provide services to court customers and the public.  We 

encourage you to move E2SHB 1783 in its current form. 

 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to us or Brady Horenstein, AOC Associate Director for 

Legislative and Judicial Relations at 360-357-2113 or brady.horenstein@courts.wa.gov if you 

have any questions or concerns. 

 

Very truly yours,  
 

       
Mary E. Fairhurst    Callie T. Dietz 

Chief Justice     State Court Administrator 

 

cc: Honorable Laurie Jinkins, Chair, House Judiciary Committee 

Honorable Manka Dhingra, Vice Chair, Senate Law and Justice Committee 

Honorable Mike Padden, Ranking Member, Senate Law and Justice Committee 

Honorable Christine Kilduff, Vice Chair, House Judiciary Committee 

Honorable Jay Rodne, Ranking Minority Member, House Judiciary Committee 

Honorable Jeff Holy, HB 1783 Prime Sponsor 

Honorable Roger Goodman, Chair, House Public Safety Committee 

Honorable Mary Yu, Co-Chair, Minority and Justice Commission 

Honorable Charles Johnson, Co-Chair, Minority and Justice Commission 

Honorable Sean O’Donnell, President, Superior Court Judges’ Association 

Honorable Scott Ahlf, President, District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association 

Ms. Cynthia Marr, President, District and Municipal Court Management Association 
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January 19, 2018 
 
The Honorable Jamie Pedersen 
Chair, Senate Law and Justice Committee 
235 John A. Cherberg Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 
Re: E2SHB 1783 – Bill on LFO Reform 
 
Dear Senator Pedersen: 
 
As co-chairs of the Washington State Minority and Justice Commission, 
we write to express our full unconditional support of E2SHB 1783. 
 
Over the years, our Commission has been involved in efforts to reform 
the imposition and collection of legal financial obligations (“LFOs”).  We 
are acutely aware of the impact court practices have had on indigent 
defendants and their families, especially people of color.  
 
We also know there may be technological challenges to creating 
systems for tracking and collecting LFOs, but we do not believe these 
short term issues should impede the bill from being adopted or 
implemented.  Waiting for the perfect fix, will only harm those in need of 
relief.  A strong directive from the Legislature to just make the necessary 
changes will certainly go a long way towards achieving full 
implementation in an expeditious fashion. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions. Thank 
you for your service and for your support.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

Justice Charles Johnson                 Justice Mary Yu 
Co-chair                                          Co-chair 

 
 

2017 Commission Members 
 

Justice Charles W. Johnson 
Co-Chairperson 

Washington State Supreme Court 
 

Justice Mary I. Yu 
Co-Chairperson 

Washington State Supreme Court 
 

Judge Veronica Alicea-Galván 
King County Superior Court 

 
Judge Lisa Atkinson 

Northwest Tribal Court Judges’ Association  
 

Professor Lori Bannai 
Seattle University School of Law 

 
Mr. Jeffrey A. Beaver 

Miller Nash Graham & Dunn LLP 
 

Ms. Ann Benson 
Washington Defender Association 

 
Ms. Diana Bob 

Stoel Rives LLP 
 

Ms. Lisa Castilleja 
University of Washington School of Law 

 
Mr. Steven Clem 

Washington Association of Prosecuting Attorneys 
 

Judge Linda Coburn 
Edmonds Municipal Court 

 
Sergeant Adrian Diaz 

Seattle Police Department 
 

Mr. Mike Diaz 
United States Attorney’s Office for the Western District 

of Washington 
 

Judge Lisa Dickinson 
Northwest Intertribal Court System 

 
Judge Theresa Doyle 

King County Superior Court 
 

Professor Jason Gillmer 
Gonzaga University School of Law 

 
Mr. Anthony Gipe 

Shatz Law Group, PLLC 
 

Judge Bonnie J. Glenn 
Office of Administrative Hearings 

 
Mr. Abdullahi Jama 

Independent Consultant 
 

Ms. Kitara Johnson 
Excelsior Youth Center 

 
Ms. Angela Jones 

Eastern Washington University 
 

Ms. Anne Lee 
TeamChild 

 
Judge Linda Lee 

Washington State Court of Appeals 
 

Judge LeRoy McCullough 
King County Superior Court 

 
Ms. Karen Murray 

King County Associated Counsel for the Accused 
 

Ms. Rosalba Pitkin 
Clark College 

 
Ms. Jasmin Samy 

Council on American-Islamic Relations Washington 
 

Mr. Ben Santos 
King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office 

 
Judge Lori K. Smith 

King County Superior Court 
 

Mr. Travis Stearns 
Washington Defender Association 

 
Justice Debra L. Stephens 

Washington State Supreme Court 
 

Ms. Lisa van der Lugt 
Commission on Hispanic Affairs 

 
Judge Kimberly Walden 
Tukwila Municipal Court 

 
Judge G. Helen Whitener 

Pierce County Superior Court 
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   EDMONDS MUNICIPAL COURT LINDA W. Y. COBURN 
  250 5th AVE N., EDMONDS WA 98020 (425)771-0210       JUDGE            

SHARON WHITTAKER 
COURT ADMINISTRATOR 

February	4,	2018	

The	Honorable	Jamie	Pedersen	
Chair,	Senate	Law	and	Justice	Committee	
235	John	A.	Cherberg	Building	
Olympia,	WA	98504	

Re:	E2SHB	1783	–	Bill	on	LFO	Reform	

Dear	Senator	Pedersen:	

As	a	member	of	the	Washington	State	Minority	and	Justice	Commission,	I	join	Washington	Supreme	
Court	Justices	Mary	Yu	and	Charles	Johnson	in	the	commission’s	support	of	E2SHB	1783	for	the	
reasons	articulated	in	their	letter.		However,	I	write	separately	as	judge	in	a	court	of	limited	
jurisdiction	to	highlight	how	E2SHB	1783	would	assist	judges	in	the	administration	of	justice.	

This	bill	provides	specific	guidelines	in	determining	the	level	of	indigency	by	which	a	court	shall	not	
order	a	defendant	to	pay	costs.		The	definition	of	being	indigent	is	not	new.	The	legislature	adopted	
RCW	10.101.010	to	assist	the	State,	counties,	cities	and	towns	in	guaranteeing	a	person’s	
constitutional	right	to	counsel.		It	follows	that	this	guideline	also	be	used	to	assist	jurisdictions	in	
determining	when	imposing	costs	are	appropriate.		This	is	another	step	towards	avoiding	debtors’	
prisons.	

This	proposed	bill	also	expressly	allows	courts	to	convert	unpaid	costs	for	defendants	who	are	not	in	
willful	default	into	community	restitution.		Such	opportunities	not	only	provides	a	benefit	to	our	
communities,	it	gives	defendants	a	chance	to	build	relationships,	learn	new	skills	and	be	a	
contributing	member	of	society.		Some	times	it	leads	to	permanent	paid	employment,	other	times,	it	
forges	a	lifelong	commitment	to	volunteer,	long	after	there	is	any	personal	benefit	of	paying	off	court	
costs.	

These	changes	would	not	only	increase	the	perceptions	of	justice,	which	research	has	shown	results	
in	increased	lawful	behavior,	it	would	increase	actual	justice.	

Do	not	hesitate	to	contact	me	if	you	have	any	questions.	

Sincerely,	

Linda	W.Y.	Coburn	
Edmonds	Municipal	Court	
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From: Dino Traverso <Dino@kingcountycpa.com> 
Sent: Thursday, February 1, 2018 1:44 PM 
To: Michelle Gehlsen 
Subject: Financial Planning and Review  
  
Hi Michelle, 
  
It was nice to talk with you today. 
  
Here is the contact info for my financial advisor, Matt Meyers. He is with Ignite Financial Services in Kent. He 
has done great work for me personally and many of my clients. He certainly can dig into the weeds and 
explore options regarding the various government plans out there. 
  

 
  
Hope you can connect with him. 
  
Dino 
 
CONFIDENTIAL  
This communication and any accompanying documents are confidential. They are intended for the sole use of 
the addressee. If you receive this transmission in error, you are advised that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance upon this communication is strictly prohibited. Moreover, 
any such disclosure shall not compromise or waive the attorney-client, accountant-client, or other privileges 
as to this communication or otherwise. If you have received this communication in error, please contact me at 
the above email address.  
 
Dino W. Traverso 
Certified Public Accountant 
Master of Science - Taxation (G.G.U.) 
606 Oakesdale Ave SW   Suite 204 
Renton, Washington  98057 
Office: (425) 264-0165 
Fax: (425) 264-0167 
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From: Harvey, Sharon
To: "PUBLICDMCJA@LISTSERV.COURTS.WA.GOV"
Cc: "gsm.judge"; "Scott Ahlf"; Harvey, Sharon; Dietz, Callie; Marler, Dirk
Subject: DMCJA Policy Analyst Position Process
Date: Sunday, June 4, 2017 6:55:29 AM
Attachments: 2017-2018 DMCJA Priorities.pdf

The following message is sent on behalf of Judge G. Scott Marinella, DMCJA President.

Greetings Colleagues:

As  many  of  you  know,  the  Administrative  Office  of  the  Courts  (AOC)  and  Superior  Court  Judges’
Association  (SCJA)  have  reached  an  agreement  regarding  staffing  for  the  Superior  Courts.    The
agreement includes the SCJA hiring a Policy Analyst to research and analyze national trends and data
on specific projects assigned by the Executive Committee of the SCJA.  In order to achieve parity with
the SCJA, the AOC has also offered the DMCJA a Policy Analyst, who would operate accordingly.  As
of January 1, 2017, Sharon Harvey, AOC Primary Staff for the DMCJA, will serve as the DMCJA Policy
Analyst.  Ms. Harvey is a licensed attorney in both Washington State and Maryland State.  Although
Ms. Harvey will continue to serve as Primary DMCJA Staff, fifty-percent of her time will be spent as a
Policy Analyst for our Association.

The DMCJA Board of Governors (Board) determined 2017-2018 DMCJA priorities at its annual Board
Retreat in May 2017.  Attached please find the 2017-2018 DMCJA Priorities.  We encourage you to
submit any topics that you think should be considered.  These topics will be reviewed to determine
whether  they  should be  DMCJA  goals  or  courts  of  limited  jurisdiction policies  that  the  association
should address.  These ideas may be sent directly to Ms. Harvey at Sharon.Harvey@courts.wa.gov. 
Ms.  Harvey  will  bring  all  suggestions  to  the  DMCJA  Executive  Committee  for  review  and  priority
setting.

In  order  to  facilitate  DMCJA  policy  work,  an  Executive  Committee  is  created.    The  Executive
Committee  consists  of  DMCJA  Officers,  namely,  the  (a)  President,  (b)  President-Elect,  (c)  Vice-
President, (d) Secretary-Treasurer, and (e) Immediate Past President.  The Executive Committee will
review  and  set  priorities  for  all  association  policy  requests,  and  assign  work  to  the  new  Policy
Analyst.  Thus, all association requests will be reviewed by the Executive Committee.  The Executive
Committee  is  the only entity that may direct work to the Policy Analyst.   Thus, a direct request to
Ms. Harvey will be forwarded to your Executive Committee for consideration.  Please contact me at
gsm.judge@gmail.com or Judge Scott Ahlf, DMCJA President-Elect, at sahlf@ci.olympia.wa.us,  with
any questions and/or concerns.  Thank you for your service which greatly benefits our association.

Sincerely,

Judge G. Scott Marinella
DMCJA President
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2017-2018 DMCJA PRIORITIES 


 


1. Adequate Court Funding 


The issue of court funding permeates all of the priorities below.  The Courts of Limited Jurisdiction 


(CLJ) cannot provide services or justice when we are chronically underfunded. We need to educate the 


public, from the voters to the legislators, regarding the effect that minimal funding has on our ability to 


serve the public’s constitutionally protected interests. This includes legislative cuts to AOC’s budget that 


resonate through every level of the courts.  We should assess the mandated services the court 


provides and question how we are expected to provide these services in an environment of shrinking 


budgets. 


 


2. JIS/Case Management 


Our current case management system is, in the world of computer software, a Model T in a Tesla 


world. We remain vulnerable to system failure and are forced to work every day with an antiquated 


system. However, our courts of limited jurisdiction case management system (CLJ-CMS) Project is 


moving forward.  Project members have gathered business requirements, requests for proposal (RFPs) 


for potential vendors, and other information necessary for the Project.  In 2017, the Board provided 


thirty-thousand dollars ($30,000) in pro tempore reimbursement for CLJ-CMS RFP evaluators and CLJ-


CMS Project Steering Committee members, who spent two weeks visiting sites to evaluate potential 


vendors for the new CLJ-CMS.  The Judicial Information System Committee (JISC) is scheduled to 


select a vendor by May 2017, and, the vendor contract will likely be signed in September 2017.  The 


start date of the new CLJ-CMS has yet to be determined. 


 


3. Courthouse Security 


The safety of all of the participants in our courthouses remains a top priority for the DMCJA. Without 


adequate security, the safety of all participants is in needless jeopardy, including: 


 Members of the public summonsed in for jury duty; traffic infractions; civil cases and criminal cases 


 Every party involved in domestic violence cases, including alleged victims and witnesses, who 


appear to deal with: domestic violence criminal cases; protection order cases; stalking and anti-


harassment cases 


 Courthouse staff who are required to work every day in a building where disputes are resolved and 


where some of those involved in those disputes will present a risk for violence 


 In March 2017, the Washington State Supreme Court adopted General Rule (GR) 36, which is the 


new Trial Court Security Rule, as well as Minimum Court Standards.  The next step is to educate all 


judges, court staff, and funding bodies regarding what is actually required under the new rule and 


why incident documentation is so important. 


 


4. Educate Justice Partners   


To accomplish the goals of our member courts and the DMCJA as a whole, we must educate the 


executive and legislative branches of both local and state government.  Through such education, the 


other branches of government will learn of our accomplishments and needs.  The Public Outreach 


Committee is tasked with developing materials that will assist both urban and rural court judges in 


educating governmental agencies and the public.  We may likely find that topics of importance to the 
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judiciary may be just as important to cities, counties and the state. These topics include, but are not 


limited to security concerns, court funding, the separation of powers, court administration, access to 


justice and access to court records and court information. Committee members suggested several 


ways to begin educating our justice partners, including creating reference materials for judges to obtain 


in a centralized repository on the Inside Courts web site.  Initially, this repository will contain documents 


for use in contacting and informing legislators, council members, and partner organizations of our 


accomplishments and needs.  We anticipate that the public outreach committee will evolve into a 


resource for judges to find programs and plans for such things as state of the court addresses to the 


local funding sources and other community partners.  Such partners may include:  Association of 


Washington Cities (AWC), Washington Association of Prosecuting Attorneys (WAPA), Washington 


State Association of Municipal Attorneys (WSAMA), Washington State Association of Counties 


(WSAC), risk management agencies, city and county councils, local school districts, and civic and 


social clubs.  Our members have done some amazing work in their communities and it is time for the 


public and governmental entities to learn about our courts and judges.  


 


Public Outreach Committee Accomplishments in 2017 


 


In 2017, the Public Outreach Committee sent a variety of messages to the DMCJA membership 


encouraging CLJ Judges to contact their local legislators and discuss issues impacting the DMCJA.  


The group provided DMCJA members with sample letter templates and talking points for judges to 


utilize when speaking with legislators.  The Committee focused on the courts of limited jurisdiction case 


management system (CLJ-CMS) Project, which requires legislative funding for implementation.  


Further, a Committee strategy was for judges to contact legislators on key committees and personally 


invite them to the annual DMCJA Legislative Committee Reception. 


 


The Public Outreach Committee will also encourage association members to contact their legislators 


regarding House and Senate budget proposals and request legislative support for budgets that help 


fund the courts, and, request legislative opposition for proposed budgets that leave courts without 


adequate funding.  Further, the Public Outreach Committee plans to develop materials for legislative 


court visits.  The Committee will continue to meet throughout the year to develop plans to educate 


justice partners. 


 


The following are additional DMCJA goals that are equal in priority: 


 


 Preserving the Independence, Integrity, Quality, and Consistency of the Courts of Limited Jurisdiction  


The purpose of this priority is to insure that justice is dispensed fairly throughout the state for all 


criminal defendants.  The DMCJA thinks the court system is bifurcated and administrative court funding 


should be consistently applied throughout the State to allow all courts to maintain their independence 


from the executive and legislative branches of government.  Judges should not be in jeopardy of losing 


their positions based upon the exercise of judicial independence.  This priority is consistent with the 


goals recited in the Educate Justice Partners priority above.  The DMCJA needs to work to maintain the 


quality and consistency of justice across all courts of limited jurisdiction.  We must continue to work to 


remove statutory disparities between district and municipal courts and monitor regional courts 


initiatives.   
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 Access to Justice (Interpreters and Technology Expansion) 


Access to justice is critical to the citizens of the State of Washington.  Access includes:  quality 


interpreter services, courtroom and court staff accessibility, and technological related access.  Several 


issues related to interpreters were highlighted, including ADA/foreign language interpreters, the quality 


of interpretation options and access to interpreters.  In our digitized world, members of the public 


should also have the option of using technology to access the courts. 


 


 Foster Development of Therapeutic/Community Courts 


The purpose of this goal is to address pressing issues of mental health and drug addiction in our 


community.  The Board is concerned with the consistent management of mentally ill offenders.  


Defendants who do not arise to the level of the criminally insane, RCW 10.77, but need housing and 


services should be able to get the attention that they need in all Washington State courts.   


 


 Statewide Relicensing Program 


The issue of driver’s license suspensions is significant to district and municipal courts.  For this reason, 


the Committee thinks the Statewide Relicensing Program should continue to be a DMCJA priority.  


However, the Committee voted to support this Program only if it is funded and mandatory.  The 


Committee noted that Senate Bill 6360, Developing a plan for the consolidation of traffic-based financial 


obligations, tasks the Office of the Attorney General to convene a work group of stakeholders, which 


includes a DMCJA member.  The Committee is to provide input and feedback on the development of a 


plan and program for the efficient statewide consolidation of an individual’s traffic-based financial 


obligations imposed by courts of limited jurisdiction into a unified and affordable payment plan.  


 


 Member Involvement 


All DMCJA service within the Association is voluntary.  For this reason, the Board should actively 


encourage the participation of DMCJA members in the committee work and governance of our 


organization. Face to face committee meetings during the spring conference may still help in this 


regard.  Approximately twenty-eight percent (28%) of the membership participate on DMCJA 


Committees. 


 


 Collection of Legal Financial Obligations (LFOs) 


This issue was originally categorized under the heading of getting judges out of the money collection 


business. At the 2015 board retreat, the DMCJA Board discussed the difficulties of removing the courts 


from collecting LFOs and determined that a legislative change is necessary, because laws require 


district and municipal courts to collect fines. In discussing this issue, the Committee determined that the 


category should be amended from Courts out of the Collection Business to the broader category of 


Collection of Legal Financial Obligations.  The Committee recommends that the DMCJA consider State 


v. Blazina, 182 Wash.2d 827, 344 P.3d 680 (2015), legislative proposals, and court funding issues to 


address the issue of the courts’ involvement in the collection of LFOs. 







DMCJA BOARD MEETING 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2018 
12:30 PM – 3:30 PM 
AOC SEATAC OFFICE 
SEATAC, WA 

PRESIDENT SCOTT K. AHLF 

           SUPPLEMENTAL AGENDA PAGE 

Call to Order 

General Business 

A. Minutes – January 12, 2018

B. Treasurer’s Report

C. Special Fund Report

D. Standing Committee Reports

1. Legislative Committee – Judge Samuel Meyer
2. Education Committee Minutes for September 2018

3. Rules Committee

a. Meeting Minutes from September 28, 2017

b. Memo regarding WSBA Proposal to Amend IRLJ 3.3

E. Trial Court Advocacy Board (TCAB)

F. Judicial Information Systems (JIS) Report – Ms. Vicky Cullinane
G. CLJ-CMS Project Update

1-6

X1-X17 

X18 

7 

8-11

Liaison Reports 

A. Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) – Ms. Callie Dietz
B. Board for Judicial Administration (BJA) – Judges Ringus, Jasprica, Logan, and Johnson
C. District and Municipal Court Management Association (DMCMA) – Ms. Cynthia Marr
D. Misdemeanant Probation Association (MPA) – Ms. Stacie Scarpaci
E. Superior Court Judges’ Association (SCJA) – Judge Blaine Gibson
F. Washington State Association for Justice (WSAJ) – Loyd James Willaford, Esq.
G. Washington State Bar Association (WSBA) – Kim E. Hunter, Esq.



Discussion 

A. Funding Request for BJA Public Trust and Confidence TVW Public Service Announcement 
–Ms. Catherine Brown and Mr. David Johnson

B. Request for DMCJA Support of Legal Financial Obligations Bill (ESHB 1783) –Judge Coburn

C. Whether to Obtain a Financial Planner – Judge Gehlsen

D. Misdemeanor Guilty Plea Form for Expedited DCMJA Review

1. Message from Mark DeForrest regarding Misdemeanor Guilty Plea Form

2. Statement of Defendant on Plea of Guilty (Marked Version)

3. Statement of Defendant on Plea of Guilty (Clean Version)

E. Judicial Needs Estimate (JNE) Workgroup Hearings and Judicial Impact Survey 

12-14

15-49

50

X19 

X20-X27 

X28-X34 

X35-X36 

Information 

A. Thank you Judge Karen Donohue for your service on the Board.  Congratulations on your
appointment to King County Superior Court.

B. DMCJA Board members are encouraged to submit Board agenda topics for monthly
meetings.

C. Board members are encouraged to apply for DMCJA representative positions.  Available
positions include:

a. Annual Conference Planning Committee

b. Presiding Judge & Administrator Education Committee (Co-Chair)

c. Washington State Access to Justice Board (Liaison Position)

D. The 2018 Legislative Session began on January 8, 2018 and ends on March 8, 2018.

E. The DMCJA Board Retreat is May 11-12, 2018, at the La Conner Channel Lodge, in La
Conner, Washington.

F. Policy Analyst Project Ideas for 2018 are as follows:

a. Courthouse Security Survey

b. Survey on Committees with DMCJA Representatives

c. Judicial Independence Matters (Municipal Court Contracts)

G. The DMCJA has an annual budget for association members who attend national judges’
groups and conferences. This funding is known as the DMCJA National Leadership Grant.
Judges desiring funds to attend national conferences and judges’ groups are encouraged to
apply for DMCJA grant funding by submitting a letter of interest to Susan Peterson at

susan.peterson@courts.wa.gov by Friday, April 20, 2018.

51 

Other Business 

A. The next DMCJA Board Meeting is scheduled for March 9, 2018, 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., at
the AOC SeaTac Office in SeaTac, WA.

Adjourn 

Persons with a disability, who require accommodation, should notify Susan Peterson at 360-705-5278 or 

susan.peterson@courts.wa.gov to request or discuss accommodations.  While notice five days prior to the 

event is preferred, every effort will be made to provide accommodations, when requested. 

mailto:susan.peterson@courts.wa.gov
mailto:susan.peterson@courts.wa.gov
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From: DeForrest, Mark  
Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2018 8:22 AM 
To: Harvey, Sharon <Sharon.Harvey@courts.wa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Misdemeanor Guilty Plea form for expedited DCMJA review 

Sharon, 

Please find attached the draft form approved by the CLJ Forms Subcommittee and the Pattern Forms 
Committee. One copy is a “clean” copy, one copy is a “marked” copy that indicates changes with 
strikethrough for deletes and underlining for additions. I have also attached the draft summary of 
changes memorandum. The changes to bring the form into conformity with new law are not extensive. 

Is expedited review a possibility? It would be best if we could get this form approved ASAP – there is a 
set of felony judgment and sentence guilty plea forms that we are waiting to send up to the supreme 
court rules committee until this form is ready to go up with them for final approval. 

Thanks again. Your help is much appreciated! 

Mark 

Mark DeForrest, J.D.  
Legal Services Senior Analyst 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
P.O. Box 41170 
Olympia, WA 98504-1170 
360-704-4040
mark.deforrest@courts.wa.gov
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Court of Washington 

for

Plaintiff, 
v. 

Defendant. 

No. 

Statement of Defendant on Plea of 

Guilty 

1. My true name is ________________________________________.

2. My age is _______________.

3. The last level of education I completed was: ____________________.

4. I Have Been Informed and Fully Understand that:
(a) I have the right to representation by a lawyer and that if I cannot afford to pay for a

lawyer, one will be provided at no expense to me.

(b) I am charged with:

Count Crime RCW or Ordinance (with subsection) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

[  ] In count(s) _________, the defendant committed the offense against another family 
or household member as defined in RCW 10.99.020. 

The elements are: 
[  ] as set out in the charging document. 
[  ] as follows: 

. 
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5. I Understand That I Have the Following Important Rights, and I Give Them All Up by
Pleading Guilty:

(a) The right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury in the county where the
crime is alleged to have been committed;

(b) The right to remain silent before and during trial, and the right to refuse to testify
against myself;

(c) The right at trial to hear and question the witnesses who testify against me;

(d) The right at trial to testify and to have witnesses testify for me.  These witnesses
can be made to appear at no expense to me;

(e) I am presumed innocent unless the charge is proven beyond a reasonable doubt
or I enter a plea of guilty;

(f) The right to appeal a finding of guilt after a trial.

6. In Considering the Consequences of My Guilty Plea, I Understand That:
(a) My right to appeal is limited.

(b) The crime with which I am charged carries a maximum sentence of _______ days
in jail and a $_____________ fine.

(c) The prosecuting authority will make the following recommendation to the judge:

. 

(d) The judge does not have to follow anyone’s recommendation as to sentence.  The
judge can give me any sentence up to the maximum authorized by law no matter
what the prosecuting authority or anyone else recommends.

(e) The judge may place me on probation for up to five (5) years if I am sentenced for
a domestic violence offense or under RCW 46.61.5055, or up to two (2) years for
all other offenses and impose conditions of probation. If the court orders me to
appear at a hearing regarding my compliance with probation and I fail to attend the
hearing, the term of probation will be tolled until I appear before the court on the
record.

(f) The judge may require me to pay costs, fees and assessments authorized by law.
The judge may also order me to make restitution to any victims who lost money or
property as a result of crimes I committed.  The maximum amount of restitution is
double the amount of the loss of all victims or double the amount of my gain.

(g) If I am not a citizen of the United States, a plea of guilty to an offense punishable
as a crime under state law may be grounds for deportation, exclusion from
admission to the United States, or denial of naturalization pursuant to the laws of
the United States.

Notification Relating to Specific Crimes:  If any of the Following Paragraphs Apply, the 
Box Should Be Checked and the Paragraph Initialed by the Defendant.  
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[  ] (h) The crime of _________________________________ has a mandatory minimum 
sentence of _____________________ days in jail and $____________ fine plus 
costs and assessments.  The law does not allow any reduction of this sentence. 

[  ] (i) The crime of prostitution, indecent exposure, permitting prostitution and 
patronizing a prostitute has a mandatory assessment of $____________. The 
court may reduce up to two-thirds of this assessment if the court finds that I am 
not able to pay the assessment. RCW 9A.88.120. 

[  ] (j) If this crime involves patronizing a prostitute, a condition of my sentence will be 
that I not be subsequently arrested for patronizing a prostitute or commercial 
sexual abuse of a minor.  The court will impose crime-related geographical 
restrictions on me, unless the court finds they are not feasible.  If this is my first 
offense, the court will order me to attend a program designed to educate me 
about the negative costs of prostitution. 

[  ] (k) If this crime involves a sexual offense, prostitution, or a drug offense associated 
with hypodermic needles, I will be required to undergo testing for the human 
immunodeficiency (HIV/AIDS) virus. 

[  ] (l) This plea of guilty will result in suspension or revocation of my driving license or 
privilege by the Department of Licensing for a minimum period of 

.  Department of Licensing 
may impose a longer period of suspension or revocation based upon my record of 
conviction.  This period may not include suspension or revocation based on other 
matters.  RCW 46.61.5055(9).  

[  ] (m)  I understand that RCW 46.20.265 requires that my driver’s license be revoked if 
(a) the current offense is a violation under chapters 69.41 [legend drug], 69.50
[violation of the Uniform Controlled Substances Act], or 69.52 [imitation drugs],

and I was under the age of 21 at the time of the offense OR (b) the current
offense is a violation under RCW 9.41.040 (unlawful possession of firearm), and

I was under the age of 18 at the time of the offense OR (c) the current offense is
a violation under chapter 66.44 RCW [alcohol], and I was under the age of 18 at

the time of the offense, AND if (a), (b), or (c) applies, the court finds that I
previously committed an offense while armed with a firearm, an unlawful
possession of a firearm offense, or an offense in violation of chapters 66.44,
69.41, 69.50, or 69.52 RCW.

[  ] (n) If I am convicted under RCW 26.50.110 for a for violationg of a domestic 
violence protection order issued under chapter 26.50 RCW, the court shall 
impose a mandatory fine of $15. RCW 26.50.110. 

[  ] (o) I may not possess, own, or have under my control any firearm, and under federal 
law any firearm or ammunition, unless my right to do so is restored by the court of 
record that ordered the prohibition on possession of a firearm or the superior court 
in Washington State where I live, and by a federal court if required.  I must 
immediately surrender any concealed pistol license. 
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[  ] (p) If this crime involves a violation of Title 77 RCW, the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife may, and in some cases shall, suspend or revoke my privileges under Fish 
and Wildlife licensing. 

[  ] (q) If this crime involves a drug offense, my eligibility for state and federal education 
benefits will be affected.  20 U.S.C. § 1091(r). 

[  ] (r) This plea of guilty is considered a conviction under RCW 46.25.010 and I will be 
disqualified from driving a commercial motor vehicle.  RCW 46.25.090.  I am 
required to notify the Department of Licensing and my employer of this guilty 
plea within 30 days after the judge signs this document. RCW 46.25.030. 

[  ] (s) If this case involves driving while under the influence of alcohol and/or being in 
actual physical control of a vehicle while under the influence of alcohol and/or 
drugs, I have been informed and understand that I will be subject to: 

[  ]  the penalties described in the “DUI” Attachment or the “Washington State 
Misdemeanor DUI Sentencing Attachment.” 

OR 
[  ] these penalties:  Mandatory minimum sentence: 

• _________________ days in jail.

• _________________days of electronic home monitoring.

• $ _______________ monetary penalty.

• If 24/7 sobriety program is available, if I have 2 prior offenses, a 6-month
period of 24/7 sobriety program monitoring; or 6 months of ignition interlock
device requirement; or both.

• Comply with the rules and requirements of the Department of Licensing
regarding the installation and use of a functioning ignition interlock device on
all motor vehicles that I operate.

• The Department of Licensing will suspend or revoke my driving privilege for
the period of time stated in paragraph 6(l).

If I have no prior offenses:  instead of the minimum jail term, the judge may order 
me to serve ___________________ days in electronic home monitoring or 
______________ days on 24/7 sobriety program monitoring. 

If I have prior offense(s): 

• The judge shall order me to submit to an expanded alcohol assessment and
comply with treatment deemed appropriate by that assessment.

• If I have one prior offense, instead of mandatory jail and electronic home
monitoring, the judge may order me to serve not less than ____ days in jail,
and either _____ days of electronic home monitoring or a 120-day period of
24/7 sobriety program monitoring or a 120-day period of ignition interlock
device requirement, or both.

• If I have two prior offenses, instead of mandatory electronic home
monitoring, the judge may order me to serve additional jail time.

If the judge orders me to refrain from consuming any alcohol, the judge may order 
me to submit to alcohol monitoring.  I shall be required to pay for the monitoring 
unless the judge specifies that the cost will be paid with funds from another source. 
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The judge may waive electronic home monitoring or order me to obtain an alcohol 
monitoring device with wireless reporting technology, if that device is reasonably 
available, if I do not have a dwelling, telephone service, or any other necessity to 
operate electronic home monitoring.  The judge may waive electronic home 
monitoring if I live out of state, or if the judge determines I would violate the terms 
of electronic home monitoring.  If the judge waives electronic home monitoring, he 
or she will impose an alternative sentence which may include use of an ignition 
interlock device, additional jail time, work crew, work camp, or  24/7 sobriety 
program. 

I understand that the 24/7 sobriety program is a program which requires tests of 
my blood, breath, urine or other bodily substances to find out if I have alcohol, 
marijuana, or any controlled substance in my body.  Testing must take place at 
designated location/s.  I may be required to pay the fees and costs for the 
program. 

The judge will order as conditions of probation that I (i) shall not drive a motor 
vehicle without a valid license; (ii) shall not drive a motor vehicle without proof of 
liability insurance or other financial responsibility; (iii) shall not drive or be in 
physical control of a motor vehicle with an alcohol concentration of 0.08 or more 
or a THC concentration of 5.00 nanograms per milliliter of whole blood or higher, 
within two hours after driving; (iv) shall submit to a breath or blood alcohol test 
upon the reasonable request of a law enforcement officer; (v) shall not drive a 
motor vehicle without a functioning ignition interlock device as required by the 
Department of Licensing.  For each violation of the above mandatory conditions, 
the court shall order my confinement for a minimum of 30 days, which may not 
be suspended or deferred. For each incident involving a violation, the court shall 
suspend my license for 30 days. 

[  ] (t) If this case involves reckless driving and the original charge was driving while 
under the influence of alcohol and/or being in actual physical control of a vehicle 
while under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs and I have one or more prior 
offenses, as defined in RCW 46.61.5055(14), within 7 years; or if the original 
charge was vehicular homicide (RCW 46.61.520) or vehicular assault   
(RCW 46.61.522) committed while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or 
any drug, I have been informed and understand that I will be subject to the 
penalties for Reckless Driving described in the “DUI” Attachment or the 
“Washington State Misdemeanor DUI Sentencing Attachment.”  

[  ] (u) If this case involves negligent driving in the first degree, and I have one or more 
prior offenses, as defined in RCW 46.61.5055(14), within 7 years, I have been 
informed and understand that I will be subject to the penalties for Negligent 
Driving–1st Degree described in the “DUI” Attachment or the “Washington State 
Misdemeanor DUI Sentencing Attachment.” 

[  ] (v) If this case involves a conviction for operating a vehicle without an ignition 
interlock device under RCW 46.20.740, then my sentence will run consecutive to 
any sentences imposed under RCW 46.20.750, 46.61.502, 46.61.504, or 
46.61.5055.  RCW 46.20.740(3). 

[  ] (w) If this case involves a conviction for tampering with or circumventing an ignition 
interlock device under RCW 46.20.750, then my sentence will run consecutive to 
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any sentences imposed under RCW 46.20.740(3), 46.61.502, 46.61.504, 
46.61.5055, 46.61.520(1), or 46.61.522(1)(b). 

[  ] (x) If this crime involves sexual misconduct with a minor in the second degree, 
communication with a minor for immoral purposes, or attempt, solicitation, or 
conspiracy to commit a sex offense, or a kidnapping offense involving a minor, as 
defined in RCW 9A.44.128, I will be required to register with the county sheriff as 
described in the “Offender Registration” Attachment. 

[  ] (y) Pursuant to RCW 43.43.754, if this crime is an offense which requires sex or 
kidnapping offender registration, or is one of the following offenses: assault in the 
fourth degree where domestic violence was pleaded and proved, assault in the 
fourth degree with sexual motivation, communication with a minor for immoral 
purposes, custodial sexual misconduct in the second degree, failure to register, 
harassment, patronizing a prostitute, sexual misconduct with a minor in the 
second degree, stalking, or violation of a sexual assault protection order granted 
under chapter 7.90 RCW, I will be required to have a biological sample collected 
for purposes of DNA identification analysis, unless it is established that the 
Washington State Patrol crime laboratory already has a sample from me for a 
qualifying offense. 

[  ] (z) Travel Restrictions: I will be required to contact my probation officer, the probation 
director or designee, or the court if there is no probation department, to request 
permission to travel or transfer to another state if I am placed on probation for one 
year or more and this crime involves:  (i) an offense in which a person has 
incurred direct or threatened physical or psychological harm; (ii) an offense that 
involves the use or possession of a firearm; (iii) a second or subsequent 
misdemeanor offense of driving while impaired by drugs or alcohol; (iv) a sexual 
offense that requires the offender to register as a sex offender in the sending 
state.  I understand that I will be required to pay an application fee with my travel 
or transfer request. 

7. I plead guilty to the crime(s) of  as 
charged in the complaint(s) or citation(s) and notice.  I have received a copy of that
complaint or citation and notice.

[  ] The complaint or citation and notice was orally amended and I waive filing of a 
written amended complaint or citation and notice. 

8. I make this plea freely and voluntarily.

9. No one has threatened harm of any kind to me or to any other person to cause me to
make this plea.

10. No person has made promises of any kind to cause me to enter this plea except as set
forth in this statement.

11. Statement of Facts:  The judge has asked me to state in my own words what I did that
makes me guilty of the crime(s), including domestic violence relationships, if they apply.
This is my statement (state the specific facts that support each element of the crime(s)):
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[  ] I committed this crime against a family or household member as defined in RCW 

10.99.020.: 

[ ] RCW 9A.36.041 

[ ] RCW 10.99.020 
[  ] Instead of making a statement, I agree that the court may review the police reports 
and/or a statement of probable cause supplied by the prosecution to establish a factual 
basis for the plea. 

12. My lawyer has explained to me, and we have fully discussed, or I have read, all of the
above paragraphs.  I understand them all.  I have been given a copy of this “Statement of
Defendant on Plea of Guilty.”  I have no further questions to ask the judge.

Date: 
Defendant 

I have read and discussed this statement with the 
defendant and believe that the defendant is 
competent and fully understands the statement. 

Prosecuting Authority Defendant's Lawyer 

Type or Print Name WSBA No. Type or Print Name WSBA No. 

The foregoing statement was signed by the defendant in open court in the presence of the 
defendant’s lawyer, if represented, and the undersigned judge.  The defendant asserted that 
(check the appropriate box): 

[  ] (a) The defendant had previously read; or 
[  ] (b) The defendant’s lawyer had previously read to him or her; or 
[  ] (c) An interpreter had previously read to the defendant the entire statement above and that 

the defendant understood it in full. 

Interpreter Declaration:  I am a certified or registered interpreter, or have been found otherwise 
qualified by the court to interpret in the ____________________________ language, which the 
defendant understands.  I have translated this document for the defendant from English into that 
language.  I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 

Signed at (city) ____________________, (state) ____________, on (date) _________________. 

_______________________________________     ____________________________________ 
Interpreter Print Name 

I find the defendant’s plea of guilty to be knowingly, intelligently, and voluntarily made.  Defendant 
understands the charges and the consequences of the plea.  There is a factual basis for the plea.  
The defendant is guilty as charged. 
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Dated: _____________________________ 

Judge/Commissioner/Pro Tem 
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Court of Washington 

for

Plaintiff, 
v. 

Defendant. 

No. 

Statement of Defendant on Plea of 

Guilty 

1. My true name is ________________________________________.

2. My age is _______________.

3. The last level of education I completed was: ____________________.

4. I Have Been Informed and Fully Understand that:
(a) I have the right to representation by a lawyer and that if I cannot afford to pay for a

lawyer, one will be provided at no expense to me.

(b) I am charged with:

Count Crime RCW or Ordinance (with subsection) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

[  ] In count(s) _________, the defendant committed the offense against another family 
or household member as defined in RCW 10.99.020. 

The elements are: 
[  ] as set out in the charging document. 
[  ] as follows: 

. 
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5. I Understand That I Have the Following Important Rights, and I Give Them All Up by
Pleading Guilty:

(a) The right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury in the county where the
crime is alleged to have been committed;

(b) The right to remain silent before and during trial, and the right to refuse to testify
against myself;

(c) The right at trial to hear and question the witnesses who testify against me;

(d) The right at trial to testify and to have witnesses testify for me.  These witnesses
can be made to appear at no expense to me;

(e) I am presumed innocent unless the charge is proven beyond a reasonable doubt
or I enter a plea of guilty;

(f) The right to appeal a finding of guilt after a trial.

6. In Considering the Consequences of My Guilty Plea, I Understand That:
(a) My right to appeal is limited.

(b) The crime with which I am charged carries a maximum sentence of _______ days
in jail and a $_____________ fine.

(c) The prosecuting authority will make the following recommendation to the judge:

. 

(d) The judge does not have to follow anyone’s recommendation as to sentence.  The
judge can give me any sentence up to the maximum authorized by law no matter
what the prosecuting authority or anyone else recommends.

(e) The judge may place me on probation for up to five (5) years if I am sentenced for
a domestic violence offense or under RCW 46.61.5055, or up to two (2) years for
all other offenses and impose conditions of probation. If the court orders me to
appear at a hearing regarding my compliance with probation and I fail to attend the
hearing, the term of probation will be tolled until I appear before the court on the
record.

(f) The judge may require me to pay costs, fees and assessments authorized by law.
The judge may also order me to make restitution to any victims who lost money or
property as a result of crimes I committed.  The maximum amount of restitution is
double the amount of the loss of all victims or double the amount of my gain.

(g) If I am not a citizen of the United States, a plea of guilty to an offense punishable
as a crime under state law may be grounds for deportation, exclusion from
admission to the United States, or denial of naturalization pursuant to the laws of
the United States.

Notification Relating to Specific Crimes:  If any of the Following Paragraphs Apply, the 
Box Should Be Checked and the Paragraph Initialed by the Defendant.  
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[  ] (h) The crime of _________________________________ has a mandatory minimum 
sentence of _____________________ days in jail and $____________ fine plus 
costs and assessments.  The law does not allow any reduction of this sentence. 

[  ] (i) The crime of prostitution, indecent exposure, permitting prostitution and 
patronizing a prostitute has a mandatory assessment of $____________. The 
court may reduce up to two-thirds of this assessment if the court finds that I am 
not able to pay the assessment. RCW 9A.88.120. 

[  ] (j) If this crime involves patronizing a prostitute, a condition of my sentence will be 
that I not be subsequently arrested for patronizing a prostitute or commercial 
sexual abuse of a minor.  The court will impose crime-related geographical 
restrictions on me, unless the court finds they are not feasible.  If this is my first 
offense, the court will order me to attend a program designed to educate me 
about the negative costs of prostitution. 

[  ] (k) If this crime involves a sexual offense, prostitution, or a drug offense associated 
with hypodermic needles, I will be required to undergo testing for the human 
immunodeficiency (HIV/AIDS) virus. 

[  ] (l) This plea of guilty will result in suspension or revocation of my driving license or 
privilege by the Department of Licensing for a minimum period of 

.  Department of Licensing 
may impose a longer period of suspension or revocation based upon my record of 
conviction.  This period may not include suspension or revocation based on other 
matters.  RCW 46.61.5055(9).  

[  ] (m)  I understand that RCW 46.20.265 requires that my driver’s license be revoked if 
(a) the current offense is a violation under chapters 69.41 [legend drug], 69.50
[violation of the Uniform Controlled Substances Act], or 69.52 [imitation drugs],

and I was under the age of 21 at the time of the offense OR (b) the current
offense is a violation under RCW 9.41.040 (unlawful possession of firearm), and

I was under the age of 18 at the time of the offense OR (c) the current offense is
a violation under chapter 66.44 RCW [alcohol], and I was under the age of 18 at

the time of the offense, AND if (a), (b), or (c) applies, the court finds that I
previously committed an offense while armed with a firearm, an unlawful
possession of a firearm offense, or an offense in violation of chapters 66.44,
69.41, 69.50, or 69.52 RCW.

[  ] (n) If I am convicted of violating a domestic violence protection order issued under 
chapter 26.50 RCW, the court shall impose a mandatory fine of $15. RCW 
26.50.110. 

[  ] (o) I may not possess, own, or have under my control any firearm, and under federal 
law any firearm or ammunition, unless my right to do so is restored by the court of 
record that ordered the prohibition on possession of a firearm or the superior court 
in Washington State where I live, and by a federal court if required.  I must 
immediately surrender any concealed pistol license. 
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[  ] (p) If this crime involves a violation of Title 77 RCW, the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife may, and in some cases shall, suspend or revoke my privileges under Fish 
and Wildlife licensing. 

[  ] (q) If this crime involves a drug offense, my eligibility for state and federal education 
benefits will be affected.  20 U.S.C. § 1091(r). 

[  ] (r) This plea of guilty is considered a conviction under RCW 46.25.010 and I will be 
disqualified from driving a commercial motor vehicle.  RCW 46.25.090.  I am 
required to notify the Department of Licensing and my employer of this guilty 
plea within 30 days after the judge signs this document. RCW 46.25.030. 

[  ] (s) If this case involves driving while under the influence of alcohol and/or being in 
actual physical control of a vehicle while under the influence of alcohol and/or 
drugs, I have been informed and understand that I will be subject to: 

[  ]  the penalties described in the “DUI” Attachment or the “Washington State 
Misdemeanor DUI Sentencing Attachment.” 

OR 
[  ] these penalties:  Mandatory minimum sentence: 

• _________________ days in jail.

• _________________days of electronic home monitoring.

• $ _______________ monetary penalty.

• If 24/7 sobriety program is available, if I have 2 prior offenses, a 6-month
period of 24/7 sobriety program monitoring; or 6 months of ignition interlock
device requirement; or both.

• Comply with the rules and requirements of the Department of Licensing
regarding the installation and use of a functioning ignition interlock device on
all motor vehicles that I operate.

• The Department of Licensing will suspend or revoke my driving privilege for
the period of time stated in paragraph 6(l).

If I have no prior offenses:  instead of the minimum jail term, the judge may order 
me to serve ___________________ days in electronic home monitoring or 
______________ days on 24/7 sobriety program monitoring. 

If I have prior offense(s): 

• The judge shall order me to submit to an expanded alcohol assessment and
comply with treatment deemed appropriate by that assessment.

• If I have one prior offense, instead of mandatory jail and electronic home
monitoring, the judge may order me to serve not less than ____ days in jail,
and either _____ days of electronic home monitoring or a 120-day period of
24/7 sobriety program monitoring or a 120-day period of ignition interlock
device requirement, or both.

• If I have two prior offenses, instead of mandatory electronic home
monitoring, the judge may order me to serve additional jail time.

If the judge orders me to refrain from consuming any alcohol, the judge may order 
me to submit to alcohol monitoring.  I shall be required to pay for the monitoring 
unless the judge specifies that the cost will be paid with funds from another source. 
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The judge may waive electronic home monitoring or order me to obtain an alcohol 
monitoring device with wireless reporting technology, if that device is reasonably 
available, if I do not have a dwelling, telephone service, or any other necessity to 
operate electronic home monitoring.  The judge may waive electronic home 
monitoring if I live out of state, or if the judge determines I would violate the terms 
of electronic home monitoring.  If the judge waives electronic home monitoring, he 
or she will impose an alternative sentence which may include use of an ignition 
interlock device, additional jail time, work crew, work camp, or  24/7 sobriety 
program. 

I understand that the 24/7 sobriety program is a program which requires tests of 
my blood, breath, urine or other bodily substances to find out if I have alcohol, 
marijuana, or any controlled substance in my body.  Testing must take place at 
designated location/s.  I may be required to pay the fees and costs for the 
program. 

The judge will order as conditions of probation that I (i) shall not drive a motor 
vehicle without a valid license; (ii) shall not drive a motor vehicle without proof of 
liability insurance or other financial responsibility; (iii) shall not drive or be in 
physical control of a motor vehicle with an alcohol concentration of 0.08 or more 
or a THC concentration of 5.00 nanograms per milliliter of whole blood or higher, 
within two hours after driving; (iv) shall submit to a breath or blood alcohol test 
upon the reasonable request of a law enforcement officer; (v) shall not drive a 
motor vehicle without a functioning ignition interlock device as required by the 
Department of Licensing.  For each violation of the above mandatory conditions, 
the court shall order my confinement for a minimum of 30 days, which may not 
be suspended or deferred. For each incident involving a violation, the court shall 
suspend my license for 30 days. 

[  ] (t) If this case involves reckless driving and the original charge was driving while 
under the influence of alcohol and/or being in actual physical control of a vehicle 
while under the influence of alcohol and/or drugs and I have one or more prior 
offenses, as defined in RCW 46.61.5055(14), within 7 years; or if the original 
charge was vehicular homicide (RCW 46.61.520) or vehicular assault   
(RCW 46.61.522) committed while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or 
any drug, I have been informed and understand that I will be subject to the 
penalties for Reckless Driving described in the “DUI” Attachment or the 
“Washington State Misdemeanor DUI Sentencing Attachment.”  

[  ] (u) If this case involves negligent driving in the first degree, and I have one or more 
prior offenses, as defined in RCW 46.61.5055(14), within 7 years, I have been 
informed and understand that I will be subject to the penalties for Negligent 
Driving–1st Degree described in the “DUI” Attachment or the “Washington State 
Misdemeanor DUI Sentencing Attachment.” 

[  ] (v) If this case involves a conviction for operating a vehicle without an ignition 
interlock device under RCW 46.20.740, then my sentence will run consecutive to 
any sentences imposed under RCW 46.20.750, 46.61.502, 46.61.504, or 
46.61.5055.  RCW 46.20.740(3). 

[  ] (w) If this case involves a conviction for tampering with or circumventing an ignition 
interlock device under RCW 46.20.750, then my sentence will run consecutive to 
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any sentences imposed under RCW 46.20.740(3), 46.61.502, 46.61.504, 
46.61.5055, 46.61.520(1), or 46.61.522(1)(b). 

[  ] (x) If this crime involves sexual misconduct with a minor in the second degree, 
communication with a minor for immoral purposes, or attempt, solicitation, or 
conspiracy to commit a sex offense, or a kidnapping offense involving a minor, as 
defined in RCW 9A.44.128, I will be required to register with the county sheriff as 
described in the “Offender Registration” Attachment. 

[  ] (y) Pursuant to RCW 43.43.754, if this crime is an offense which requires sex or 
kidnapping offender registration, or is one of the following offenses: assault in the 
fourth degree where domestic violence was pleaded and proved, assault in the 
fourth degree with sexual motivation, communication with a minor for immoral 
purposes, custodial sexual misconduct in the second degree, failure to register, 
harassment, patronizing a prostitute, sexual misconduct with a minor in the 
second degree, stalking, or violation of a sexual assault protection order granted 
under chapter 7.90 RCW, I will be required to have a biological sample collected 
for purposes of DNA identification analysis, unless it is established that the 
Washington State Patrol crime laboratory already has a sample from me for a 
qualifying offense. 

[  ] (z) Travel Restrictions: I will be required to contact my probation officer, the probation 
director or designee, or the court if there is no probation department, to request 
permission to travel or transfer to another state if I am placed on probation for one 
year or more and this crime involves:  (i) an offense in which a person has 
incurred direct or threatened physical or psychological harm; (ii) an offense that 
involves the use or possession of a firearm; (iii) a second or subsequent 
misdemeanor offense of driving while impaired by drugs or alcohol; (iv) a sexual 
offense that requires the offender to register as a sex offender in the sending 
state.  I understand that I will be required to pay an application fee with my travel 
or transfer request. 

7. I plead guilty to the crime(s) of  as 
charged in the complaint(s) or citation(s) and notice.  I have received a copy of that
complaint or citation and notice.

[  ] The complaint or citation and notice was orally amended and I waive filing of a 
written amended complaint or citation and notice. 

8. I make this plea freely and voluntarily.

9. No one has threatened harm of any kind to me or to any other person to cause me to
make this plea.

10. No person has made promises of any kind to cause me to enter this plea except as set
forth in this statement.

11. Statement of Facts:  The judge has asked me to state in my own words what I did that
makes me guilty of the crime(s), including domestic violence relationships, if they apply.
This is my statement (state the specific facts that support each element of the crime(s)):
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[  ] I committed this crime against a family or household member as defined in: 

[ ] RCW 9A.36.041 

[ ] RCW 10.99.020 
[  ] Instead of making a statement, I agree that the court may review the police reports 
and/or a statement of probable cause supplied by the prosecution to establish a factual 
basis for the plea. 

12. My lawyer has explained to me, and we have fully discussed, or I have read, all of the
above paragraphs.  I understand them all.  I have been given a copy of this “Statement of
Defendant on Plea of Guilty.”  I have no further questions to ask the judge.

Date: 
Defendant 

I have read and discussed this statement with the 
defendant and believe that the defendant is 
competent and fully understands the statement. 

Prosecuting Authority Defendant's Lawyer 

Type or Print Name WSBA No. Type or Print Name WSBA No. 

The foregoing statement was signed by the defendant in open court in the presence of the 
defendant’s lawyer, if represented, and the undersigned judge.  The defendant asserted that 
(check the appropriate box): 

[  ] (a) The defendant had previously read; or 
[  ] (b) The defendant’s lawyer had previously read to him or her; or 
[  ] (c) An interpreter had previously read to the defendant the entire statement above and that 

the defendant understood it in full. 

Interpreter Declaration:  I am a certified or registered interpreter, or have been found otherwise 
qualified by the court to interpret in the ____________________________ language, which the 
defendant understands.  I have translated this document for the defendant from English into that 
language.  I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 

Signed at (city) ____________________, (state) ____________, on (date) _________________. 

_______________________________________     ____________________________________ 
Interpreter Print Name 

I find the defendant’s plea of guilty to be knowingly, intelligently, and voluntarily made.  Defendant 
understands the charges and the consequences of the plea.  There is a factual basis for the plea.  
The defendant is guilty as charged. 

Dated: _____________________________ 

Judge/Commissioner/Pro Tem 
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From: Harvey, Sharon  
Sent: Wednesday, February 7, 2018 10:21 AM 
To: 'PUBLICDMCJA 
Cc: 'Scott Ahlf'; Harvey, Sharon 
Subject: REMINDER: JNE Workgroup - Hearings and Judicial Impact Survey 

The following message is sent on behalf of Judge Scott Ahlf, DMCJA President. 

Dear Colleagues: 

I encourage each of you to complete the Hearings and Judicial Impact Survey prepared by the Judicial Needs Estimate 
(JNE) Workgroup.  The results of this survey will be used to estimate judicial needs for district and municipal courts in 
Washington State.  For more information, please see the message below by Ms. Charlotte Jensen, AOC Court Business 
Information Coordinator.  Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Judge Scott Ahlf 
DMCJA President 
************************************************************************************************* 
The following message is sent on behalf of Charlotte S. Jensen, Court Business Information Coordinator, AOC: 

Reminder: Please take Hearings and Judicial Impact Survey if you haven’t 
already.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JNEHearingCodeSurvey  
Your input is needed as part of work done for estimating judicial needs. 

Greetings District and Municipal Court Judges and Court Management, 

The District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association Judicial Needs Estimate Workgroup* is seeking your input to help 
measure the impact that different types of proceedings have on judicial workload.  We are using an online survey to 
collect responses.  The survey results will be used by the Washington State Center for Court Research at AOC in their 
review of the methodology for estimating judicial needs for district and municipal courts.  
The survey is located at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JNEHearingCodeSurvey.  The survey takes approximately 15 
minutes to complete.   
The survey categorizes proceedings into criminal, infraction, and civil case types and lists the proceedings applicable to 
each case type.  We ask that you review the list of hearings and indicate a ranking based on the greatest impact on 
judicial time (not staff or clerical time) based on your experience and observation. Use rankings 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5, with 5 
being the highest.  These numbers do not represent a specific amount of time or an average time for a hearing.  It may 
be easier to first identify those hearings that you believe have the greatest impact on judicial time (5) and then rank the 
rest of the hearings accordingly.  After you have ranked all of the hearings, your list should include a range of rankings 
for all of the hearings. An example ranking:  jury trial -5; non-jury trial-4; motion with testimony-3; motion without 
testimony-2; ex parte-1.   
Please note:  Your responses should represent an average that does NOT involve an interpreter or self-represented 
parties. 
For detailed description of Hearing Codes, go to Hearing Type Codes in the JIS Manual. 
The deadline for completing the survey is March 2, 2018. 
Thank you for your time.  If you have any questions, please contact Charlotte Jensen (Charlotte.Jensen@courts.wa.gov) 
or Michelle Pardee (Michelle.Pardee@courts.wa.gov). 
Charlotte S. Jensen 
Court Business Information Coordinator 
Court Business Office | Administrative Office of the Courts 
360-705-5213 | Charlotte.Jensen@courts.wa.gov
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Michelle M. Pardee 
Senior Court Program Analyst 
Court Business Office | Administrative Office of the Courts 
360-705-5233 | Michelle.Pardee@courts.wa.gov

*District and Municipal Court Judges’ Association Judicial Needs Estimate Workgroup members: Judge Dianne Goddard,
Judge Mary C. Logan, Judge Elizabeth Stephenson, Stacy Colberg, Cynthia Marr, Deannie Nelson, Deana Wright
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